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The complexity of robotic path planning problems in industrial manufacturing increases significantly with the
current trends of product individualization and flexible production systems. In many industrial processes, a
robotic tool has to follow a desired manufacturing path most accurately, while certain deviations, also called
process tolerances and process windows, are allowed. In this work, a path planning framework is proposed,
which systematically incorporates all process degrees of freedom (DoF), tolerances and redundant DoF of
the considered manufacturing process as well as collision avoidance. Based on the specified process DoF and
tolerances, the objective function and the hard and soft constraints of the underlying optimization problem
can be easily parametrized to find the optimal joint-space path. By providing the analytical gradients of the
objective function and the constraints and utilizing modern multi-core CPUs, the computation performance
can be significantly improved. The proposed path planning framework is demonstrated for an experimental
drawing process and a simulated spraying process. The planner is able to solve complex planning tasks of
continuous manufacturing paths by systematically exploiting the process DoF and tolerances while allowing
to move through singular configurations, which leads to solutions that cannot be found by state-of-the-art
concepts.

1. Introduction specific properties of the executed process into the path planning has
the potential to significantly increase the flexibility of a given robot
configuration.

The Cartesian degrees of freedom (DoF) of the tool, which are
needed to accomplish the manufacturing task, see [8], are called process
DoF in the following. Most processes demand all six DoF from the
robot, e.g. cutting and sewing, while some processes only require five
DoF. The remaining DoF is referred to as a redundant process DoF in
this work. For example, a rotating tool like a drill or a polishing disk
is considered as redundant process DoF. Furthermore, some processes

Current trends in industry show that the number of employed indus-
trial robots increases significantly [1], the product diversity advances
up to full individualization [2] and the demand for flexible produc-
tion systems raises tremendously [3]. In automated manufacturing
processes, the motions of industrial robots are mostly planned using
CAD-based offline path planning approaches [4], which have to keep
pace with the recent developments in terms of flexibility, complexity
and computational performance. Frequently implemented automated
industrial manufacturing processes include welding, spray painting,

milling, sanding, polishing and chamfering. Executing a manufacturing
process often requires a robotic tool to follow a given manufacturing
path most accurately. If the requirements of the manufacturing process
exceed the capabilities of the robotic system or the planning algorithm,
the manufacturing paths have to be adapted [5], the robot has to be
positioned differently relative to the workpiece [6], a different robot
has to be used, or the robotic tool has to be adapted [7], which
are laborious procedures in general. Alternatively, incorporating the

allow for deviations from the manufacturing path to some extent. In
the following, the term process window refers to allowed tool deviations
from the manufacturing path, which do not degrade the process quality,
see, e.g., [8]. On the other hand, deviations which degrade the process
quality to a tolerable extent, but should be avoided if possible, will be
denoted process tolerances. The process tolerances may be constrained
additionally by defining a tolerance band. In the remainder of this
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work, the generic term process properties encompasses process toler-
ances, process windows, constraints and redundant process DoF. A
manufacturing process is specified by a set of process properties in one
or multiple process DoF, i.e. allowing position deviations in specific
Cartesian directions or orientation deviations w.r.t. specific axes. For
example, in a polishing process, the orientation may deviate slightly
from the surface normal, but the tool position should exactly follow
the desired path. Additionally, the rotating disk of the polishing tool
represents a redundant process DoF. In a spraying process, the spray
nozzle has to perfectly align with the surface normal vector and the
manufacturing path, but the distance of the spray nozzle to the surface
may vary within a certain tolerance band.

In the literature, several path planning algorithms tailored to spe-
cific manufacturing processes have been published, which incorporate
only the application-specific process properties, e.g. welding [9,10],
surface inspection [11], sanding [12] and chamfering [13]. In this
work, a general deterministic path planning framework is proposed,
which systematically considers all process properties. Additionally,
the planning algorithm takes into account collision avoidance and is
capable of planning through singular joint configurations. By incor-
porating process tolerances, windows and redundant process DoF, the
path planning framework is able to compute continuous robot motions
for manufacturing paths which exceed the kinematic capabilities of
the robot. These advanced planning abilities enable the algorithm to
handle industrial path planning problems of high complexity and with
significant flexibility demands.

2. Literature review and contribution

The state of the art of path planning algorithms for industrial robots
are summarized and discussed in this section. An emphasis is laid on
path planning methods which consider tolerances, process windows,
constraints and redundant DoF.

Note that this review focuses on path planning in joint space for
a given Cartesian tool path. This tool path may be designed manually
or be the result of an automatic path generation algorithm based on
the workpiece geometry, e.g. [14]. In many existing works, algorithms
tailored to an industrial process are proposed, e.g. spray painting [15,
16] or polishing [17]. Path planning algorithms are distinguished by
the underlying method, i.e. sampling based or optimization based,
which are discussed in the following. Additionally, the pathwise inverse
kinematics problem is addressed as a special form of the inverse kine-
matics problem. At the end of this section, the discussed methods are
compared and the main contribution of this work is presented.

2.1. Sampling-based path planners

A detailed survey of sampling-based path planners which system-
atically incorporate constraints is given in [18]. The most prominent
library of sampling-based path planners is the Open Motion Planning
Library (OMPL) [19], in which several sampling-based approaches are
included, such as Probabilistic Roadmap Methods (PRM) and Rapidly-
exploring Random Trees (RRT). As the main focus of those approaches
is solving point-to-point motion planning problems, the intermediate
Cartesian path cannot be provided beforehand. Furthermore, sampling-
based path planners mostly require smoothing as a post-processing step
to remove redundant and jerky motions, see, e.g., [20]. Additionally,
including multiple constraints, redundant DoF and tolerances in the
computation of a joint-space path increases the problem size drastically,
which becomes infeasible to solve.

The popular Descartes algorithm [21] is a semi-constrained offline
path planner which considers tolerances. Therein, for every Cartesian
path point, multiple inverse kinematic solutions are computed using
inverse kinematics solvers such as the Kinematics and Dynamics Library
(KDL) [22] or Inverse Kinematics Fast (IKFast) [23]. Process tolerances
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are considered by sampling the allowed tolerance band with an equidis-
tant grid, for which all corresponding inverse kinematic solutions are
computed. Hence, the number of possible inverse kinematic solutions
for each path point increases, in particular if tolerances are allowed
for multiple DoF. This leads to high memory usage and high computa-
tion time while searching the best joint-space path in a graph search
with the Dijkstra algorithm. In [24], an RRT-based planner is used
to compute collision-free paths without an explicit goal configuration.
Instead, a goal region is described by workspace goal criteria and a
path with lowest tolerance utilization is computed. In general, the con-
sideration of multiple constraints and costs in sampling-based methods
is challenging, especially if optimal paths have to be found, see [25].
In [26], a sampling-based planner is introduced to solve point-to-point
problems. The planner incorporates kinematic and dynamic constraints
in a framework to find optimal paths.

In many works, path planners tailored to a special industrial process
are designed, e.g. for welding applications in [10]. Therein, the redun-
dant process DoF of the tool is discretized and a collision-free path is
generated by a modified RRT* algorithm. Another example is presented
in [9], where the planning for a complex welding path for a 6-DoF robot
is performed in two steps. First, the joint configurations of the start
and end poses of the end-effector are determined. A pose comprises the
Cartesian position and orientation coordinates. Second, the continuous
robot motion between those configurations is computed. In this process,
the rotation around the welding torch is a redundant process DoF. This
DoF is sampled with an equidistant grid and the corresponding joint
configurations are computed. If no solution of the inverse kinematics
problem is found, a different inclination angle of the torch is used.
Furthermore, the joint movement defines costs to be minimized by the
beam search algorithm while near-singular configurations of the robot
are avoided. The above path planners [9,10] sample the redundant DoF
and therefore need to reduce the search space by sampling in order to
solve the planning problem.

2.2. Optimization-based path planners

In optimization-based path planners, an optimization scheme is
employed to plan feasible and locally or globally optimal joint-space
paths. Constraints can be incorporated systematically. A sequential
convex optimization algorithm called Trajectory Optimization for Motion
Planning (Trajopt) is presented in [27]. The Trajopt algorithm guesses
one or multiple initial solutions for a trajectory and then optimizes
the joint-space path length while considering kinematic constraints.
Process tolerances are not taken into account by this algorithm. The
covariant Hamiltonian optimization for motion planning (CHOMP) algo-
rithm in [28] is used to find smooth collision-free trajectories and the
stochastic trajectory optimization for motion planning (STOMP) algorithm
in [29] is a gradient-free optimization with the possibility to include
constraints. The above path planners compute an intermediate path
between two points and therefore are suited for solving point-to-point
planning problems only.

Optimization-based approaches are capable of considering addi-
tional criteria for path planning, i.e. energy consumption [30,31],
time [32-34], time and jerk [35,36] and a combination of multiple
criteria [37]. The dynamic model of the robot is taken into account in,
e.g., [34,38]. Additionally, the path optimization can also be executed
in a post-processing step. For example, in [39] the joint-space path
length is minimized from an initial guess.

A robotic layup task is presented in [8] for a multi-robot scenario.
The specific process window for this task is utilized to generate robot
trajectories. In particular, the redundant process DoF of the roller tool
is discretized and an optimization-based approach is used to solve the
trajectory planning problem while considering process constraints and
avoiding singular configurations.
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2.3. Inverse kinematics and pathwise inverse kinematics

A general review of methods to compute the inverse kinematics
is given in [40]. In [41], a continuous multivariate inverse function
is described, which is used to find the global inverse kinematics of
redundant manipulators. The global inverse kinematics computes a
unique joint configuration for a given end-effector pose also for re-
dundant manipulators. The TRAC-Inverse Kinematics (TRAC-IK) solver,
proposed in [42], considers tolerances on each Cartesian dimension
and improves the calculation times compared to KDL [22]. Another
widely used method to solve the inverse kinematics is to formulate an
optimization problem, see, e.g., [43,44]. In [45], a genetic algorithm
to solve inverse kinematics problems is proposed, where different ob-
jectives of the manipulator are weighted in an optimization problem as
soft constraints.

Pathwise inverse kinematics refers to applying an inverse kinematics
scheme to a Cartesian end-effector path in order to find one or more
corresponding joint-space paths. Solving the pathwise inverse kinemat-
ics problem by computing the inverse kinematics for each path point
independently, in general leads to discontinuous joint-space paths. An
example for an optimization-based scheme is presented in [46]. The tra-
jectory optimization of a redundant manipulator (TORM) in [46] computes
trajectories for given end-effector paths. A two-stage gradient descent
optimization is used to minimize the position and orientation error of
the joint-space path w.r.t. the desired end-effector poses. Thereby, new
trajectories are generated repeatedly to avoid local minima, however,
the process properties of the underlying manufacturing process cannot
be considered systematically. Another work which is concerned with
solving pathwise inverse kinematics problems is given in [47], where
an anytime graph-based path planner minimizes a geometric task-space
criterion, the so-called Fréchet distance. This Fréchet distance can be
interpreted as utilized process tolerance. In [48], the inverse kinematics
problem is solved with geometric task-prioritization, if the desired
motion cannot be executed by the robot. In the path planner proposed
in [48], the tolerances of the desired geometric task are implemented as
soft constraints. Hence, no guarantees in terms of maximum deviations
can be given.

The online path planner Relaxed Inverse Kinematics (RelaxedIK) [49]
computes continuous joint-space paths as a sequence of optimization
problems, where the solution of the previous path point is used as
initial guess for the subsequent optimization problem. The position
and orientation deviations from the given path are weighted in the
objective function as soft constraints. Based on RelaxedIK, the path
planner proposed in [50] focuses on offline path planning and considers
process tolerances. Starting at multiple joint configurations for the
first path point, continuous joint-space paths are computed, which
account for the tolerances of the end-effector pose. Although self colli-
sions are detected, no general collision avoidance for obstacles in the
workspace is considered. In both works [49,50], singular configurations
are avoided, but it cannot be guaranteed that the resulting path adheres
to all tolerance bands and process windows.

2.4. Comparison, contribution and outline

Sampling-based path planners are widely used for path planning of
industrial processes in spatially constrained environments. By consider-
ing (redundant) process DoF, the search space increases exponentially
and cannot be covered sufficiently and smoothly using sampling. Path-
wise inverse kinematics solvers are based on the inverse kinematics
solution of robots, for which every (redundant) process DoF has to
be discretized to find continuous robot movements. In contrast, in
optimization-based path planners these additional DoF can be consid-
ered as continuous optimization variables and additional constraints
(e.g. process windows and bands) and criteria (e.g. time or energy
optimality) can be incorporated.
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In this work, an optimization-based path planner with a general
framework to systematically incorporate process tolerances, process
windows, constraints and redundant process DoF is proposed. In the
following, industrial processes are considered which are described by
a geometric manufacturing path on the workpiece and a set of process
properties. The incorporation of these process properties into the path
planning algorithm allows to deviate from the given exact Cartesian
manufacturing path in the allowed process DoF. This is suitable for
many applications including, e.g., spraying, grinding and welding. By
considering the process properties and thus by exploiting the process
windows and tolerance bands, the robot is able to realize a much
larger number of feasible manufacturing paths. In a second step, the
found joint-space solutions are evaluated and the one with the best
manufacturing quality is chosen.

The main contribution of the proposed work is the systematic
integration of process properties in the optimization-based path plan-
ning algorithm as a general framework of equality and inequality
constraints, which is not available in state-of-the-art path planners. In
this way, desired manufacturing process properties in the task space can
be guaranteed to hold while other DoF are allowed to vary within given
process windows or tolerance bands. Due to the optimization-based
approach, no analytical inverse kinematics formulation is required,
which is especially useful for kinematically redundant manipulators.
Furthermore, analytical gradients of the objective function and all
equality and inequality constraints are used to significantly improve
the calculation time and convergence speed of the path planner. The
proposed path planner also incorporates collision avoidance meth-
ods, is able to plan through kinematic robot singularities and uses
parallelization on multiple CPU cores.

Remark 1. It is worth mentioning that the proposed path planner is
also advantageous for non-redundant robots performing non-redundant
processes. Even for non-redundant robots, like industrial robots with 6
DoF and a typical kinematics, e.g., Kuka Cybertech KR8 R1620 [51],
the inverse kinematics is not unique and up to 16 different solutions are
obtained for a given pose. Further non-uniqueness has to be considered,
if one or more axes have a large or infinite turning range, i.e. robots
with axis ranges of more than +360°. All possible solutions for the in-
verse kinematics can be handled with the proposed optimization-based
path planner.

This paper is organized as follows. In Section 3, the notation and
mathematical model of a general robot is introduced. Then, in Sec-
tion 4, manufacturing paths and process properties of a manufactur-
ing process are mathematically defined. The proposed path planning
framework is described in detail in Section 5. In Section 6, the path
planner is applied to two different manufacturing processes. The work
is concluded in Section 7.

3. Mathematical model

In this section, the mathematical definitions of general robot kine-
matics are given. The forward kinematics of the end-effector frame &
w.r.t. the robot base frame B of a robot with n DoF is given by, see,
e.g., [52]

£
[zﬁ] —h@ . )

B

where the joint configuration q" = [g, - ¢,] contains the generalized
coordinates of the robot, i.e. positions of prismatic joints and angles
of revolute joints. The vector on the left-hand side of (1) represents a
pose consisting of the Cartesian position vector p' = [x y z] and
the orientation expressed as unit quaternion o' = [;1 eT], with the
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scalar part n and the vector part £. Similarly, the pose (1) can also be
written as homogeneous transformation

RS pé'
ng[ " ”’] : @
0 1

where RZ denotes the rotation matrix associated with the quaternion
oi, in (1). Note that the notation (-)ﬁ refers to mathematical objects
describing the geometric relation of the frame B w.r.t. A, expressed in
A. The instantaneous velocity related to (1) of the end-effector frame

& w.r.t. the robot base frame B is given by, see [52]

ps| |35, @] .
el = {58 a 3
o’ Bo@
with the geometric Jacobian Jf;v related to the linear velocity pfs, the

geometric Jacobian J g,w related to the angular velocity (og and the joint
velocity q.

4. Manufacturing process

In this work, a manufacturing process is specified by the manu-
facturing paths on the workpiece together with the process properties
which incorporate process DoF, redundant DoF, constraints, process
tolerances and process windows. These concepts are defined mathe-
matically in this section. Subsequently, the general collision detection
method Voronoi-clip (V-Clip) [53] is briefly introduced and collision
models in the robot environment are defined.

4.1. Manufacturing path

A manufacturing path is given as a sequence of poses Hﬁ" =
{H;\,’}i,i = 1,...,m}, where each pose Hfflz = 1,...,m, describes the
manufacturing frame M w.r.t. the workpiece frame P, i.e. the desired
tool pose during process execution. Hence, the manufacturing process
is executed by moving the tool, described by the tool center point (TCP)
T, along the manufacturing path Hl’f‘ within the allowed tolerance
bands and process windows and considering redundant process DoF.
The manufacturing paths are assumed to be given and may be gen-
erated using CAD or automatic path generation algorithms based on
the workpiece geometry. Note that the manufacturing path is assumed
to be sufficiently smooth to generate continuous joint-space paths.
Additionally, the spatial resolution is chosen based on the desired
accuracy of the manufacturing result.

4.2. Manufacturing tool

Let H; denote the pose of the TCP frame 7 w.r.t. the workpiece
frame P. Depending on the manufacturing process, the tool may be
mounted on the end-effector of the robot while the workpiece is sta-
tionary or the tool may be stationary in the world frame W while the
workpiece is mounted on the end-effector. Hence, depending on the
mounting of the tool, the transformation H; is specified differently, as
discussed in the following, see Fig. 1.

4.2.1. Tool on end-effector

When the tool is mounted on the end-effector, the pose of the TCP
frame 7 w.r.t. the end-effector frame £ is given by the homogeneous
transformation Hg Additionally, the stationary poses of the robot base
B and the workpiece P w.r.t. the world frame W are specified by va
and va, respectively. Consequently, the pose H; of the manufacturing
system is computed in the form

H)(q) = (H)) 'HEHE(@HL | @

which may be understood as an augmented forward kinematics of the
tool 7 w.r.t. the workpiece P, see Fig. 1a.
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Workpiece P

B
&

Fig. 1. Kinematics of the robot: (a) Tool on end-effector, (b) Tool stationary.

4.2.2. Stationary tool
If the tool is stationary, the workpiece is mounted on the end-
effector flange. Thereby, the pose H; of the manufacturing system is

HJ,(q) = H5(HS(q) HYHY, 6)

utilizing the known geometric relations between the workpiece frame
P, the end-effector frame &, the TCP frame 7, the world frame W and
the robot base frame 53, described by HS, H;} and HY, see Fig. 1b.

4.3. Process DoF and process properties

Many industrial processes allow for process tolerances or process
windows in one or more process DoF during process execution. Hence,
the tool frame 7 may deviate from the manufacturing frame M to
a certain predefined extent without deteriorating the quality of the
process. For example in a robotic ultrasonic cutting process, the po-
sition of the knife must follow the given manufacturing path exactly
while the knife tilt may vary within a certain process window, defined
by an orientation cone, see Fig. 2a. In contrast, in a spray painting
process, the distance to the surface of the spray object should stay
within a given tolerance band while the lateral position coordinates
must match the manufacturing frame M exactly. Furthermore, if a
rotationally symmetric spray jet is used, the manufacturing process
becomes invariant to the rotation of the spray jet around the surface
normal vector. Thus, in this case a redundant DoF is present in the
process, see Fig. 2b. The proposed path planner systematically con-
siders all process tolerances and process DoF. Taking this information
into account, feasible and optimal robot motions can be computed,
where otherwise no solution would be found. The process windows or
tolerance bands of the process DoF are specified by the minimum and
maximum allowed displacements, see Fig. 3a

dx,min dx,max
dpin = dy,min > d. = dy,max ©
dz,min dz,max

and the minimum and maximum rotations in terms of roll-pitch-yaw
angles, see Fig. 3b

¢x,min ¢x,max
Prnin = ¢y,min > Prmax = ¢y,max )
¢z,min ¢z,max

of the tool frame 7 w.r.t. the manufacturing frame M. Note that the
simple (linear) box constraints (6) and (7) may also be replaced by
nonlinear constraints, e.g. circular or spherical distance constraints.

4.4. Collision avoidance

The proposed path planning framework incorporates the general
collision detection framework V-Clip [53], which is summarized in this
section. This framework is used to find the pair of globally closest
features of convex polyhedrons, of which the signed distance and also
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a) b)

redundant
DoF

Fig. 2. Tolerances for manufacturing processes (highlighted in light blue): (a) cutting
process, (b) spray painting process.

_¢y,min

r\"\gb y,max

".»_qbz,min

HM

; ¢z,max

*/"Z Xx,min

B

X,max

Fig. 3. Tolerance bands and process windows: (a) displacements, (b) orientation
deviations of the tool frame 7 w.r.t. the manufacturing frame M.

the analytical gradient is computed, see, e.g., [54]. The signed distance
and its gradient are utilized in the optimization algorithm in the next
section.

Each collision object in the environment is described as one polyhe-
dron, consisting of vertices, edges and faces. A feature is represented by
a single vertex, two vertices defining an edge or three vertices defining
a face. The V-Clip algorithm iteratively examines the neighboring fea-
tures until the pair of closest features is determined. Assuming that the
robot movement between two consecutive poses of the manufacturing
path H;:”‘ is small, the pair of closest features rarely changes. Hence,
the previously found pair is chosen as initial guess for the subsequent
path planning step. In this way, the pair of closest features is mostly
found in the first iteration of the algorithm.

With the V-Clip framework, arbitrary objects can be included in the
collision avoidance, e.g. parts of the robot itself, the tool, the workpiece
and the environment. The collision checks are then tailored to the man-
ufacturing process, the robot and its environment. If collisions between
multiple objects have to be examined, the V-Clip algorithm is applied
to each pair of collision objects separately. Therefore, the number of
collision checks can be easily reduced to lower the computation time
by examining only pairs of objects which are critical for the considered
manufacturing process. An example of a collision model for a drawing
process is shown in Fig. 4. In the depicted manufacturing process, the
robot’s wrist and the tool mounted on the end-effector are checked for
collisions with the table and the box on the table.

5. Optimization-based path planning

The proposed optimization-based path planning algorithm starts by
finding a discrete subset of all feasible robot starting configurations for
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Table

Box

[

Fig. 4. Convex polyhedrons as collision objects are checked to avoid collisions from
the robot and the tool with the table and the box on the table.

M
P,1°

DoF, redundant DoF, process tolerances, windows and constraints.
Starting from the obtained initial configurations, the corresponding
joint-space paths are computed by sequentially solving an optimiza-
tion problem, taking into account the process properties and collision
avoidance. Finally, the best joint-space path is selected and a time
parametrization is determined to obtain a dynamically feasible robot
trajectory. Note that the proposed path planner is deterministic, as no
random samples are required to solve the path planning problem.

In this section, the components of the path planner are explained
in more detail. First, the starting configurations are discussed. Second,
the optimization problem and the sequential solution procedure are
introduced. Third, a variety of cost function terms and constraint
functions are introduced, which can be combined and parametrized to
precisely describe the considered manufacturing process. Fourth, the
selection process for the best joint-space path is detailed and finally,
the time parametrization of this path is explained.

the first manufacturing frame HZ', considering the available process

5.1. Starting configurations

By considering the process and the redundant DoF, as well as the
process tolerances and windows, a set of feasible initial tool poses are
derived from the first manufacturing frame H;‘,’,‘l. The process windows
and tolerance bands defined in (6), (7) are sampled with an equidistant
grid. The vectors

1

dt = 4 (dmax - dmin) ot+ dmin B (€)]
grid
1
¢r = & y (¢max - ¢min) or+ ¢min s ©)
gri

denote the individual grid points and o is the element-wise product,
also known as Hadamard product [55]. Thereby, dyjq + 1 and ¢y + 1
are the number of grid points and the vectors t™ = [r, ¢, .| and
rl = [r, ry r.] are composed of the indices 7,,7,,1, = 0,1,... Jlyrig
and Feslystz = 0,1, s dgrig- Note that the indices t and r in (8) and (9)
are vector-valued. Using every combination of the indices in t and r,
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i.e. every sampled grid point, a set of initial frames H is derived from
the first manufacturing frame H;\,"l in the form

Ry(¢,) d
H = {H;\)/,ll AO t]

tetyt, = 0.1, dgig } 10
Pl rz =01, grig

with the rotation matrix for the roll-pitch-yaw angles ¢I =

1

-
CyCy  CySyS; = 5xC, CxSyC, + 5y,

Ry(P) =|syc, sySys;+epe,  sesye,—ees |, 1)
-5, €S, yc;

where s, and c, denote abbreviations of the trigonometric functions
sin(¢,) and cos(¢,), respectively, see [52].

Next, the discrete subset of all feasible joint-space configurations
Qs for the set of initial frames H in (10) is computed. This yields
a total number of e, joint-space solutions, which are sequentially
numbered as O, = {q; 1.4, --- e, }. This set may be computed via
an analytical inverse kinematics (if present) or using numerical inverse
kinematics solvers, e.g. TRAC-IK [42]. Note that the redundant DoF of
kinematically redundant robots have to be sampled as well. To reduce
the number of initial joint configurations, the joint-space solutions
contained in Q; are filtered using a minimum-distance criterion. This
yields the reduced set of joint-space solutions Q, as

Q, =1{0g,1-9g2 --- Jlg,gg}

12)
= {qf,i’qf,j € Qf‘Qdisl < qu,i —Qf,ij = 1,~~~’ef},

where g, determines the minimum distance between any two solu-
tions in Q,. In (12), |-l denotes the maximum norm of a vector
and e, is the total number of solutions in Q.. Note that with q I and
q,; satisfying the condition in (12), the joint configuration with the
smallest joint angle of axis 1 is used in Q, due to the implementation
of the used Marias function uniquetol.

Note that sampling the process windows and computing the inverse
kinematics solutions only need to be performed with a low grid reso-
lution and only for the first manufacturing frame H%l, which yields
different joint-space solutions Q, for the subsequent path planning
problem. In contrast, sampling-based path planning algorithms require
a large number of samples for each pose of the manufacturing path, see,
e.g., the Descartes algorithm [21], which becomes infeasible for higher
numbers of DoF.

5.2. Optimization problem

Starting from each joint-space solution Q, from Section 5.1, a series
of optimization problems is solved sequentially, see Fig. 5. Each series
of optimization problems is given by

q, = a:iggi"n f@pHph, i=1m (13a)
8-t Qmin < Gy < Qmax (13b)
Ceq(Q s Hpt) = 0 (130)
Cineq (@ HpH) <0, (13d)

with the initial guess for the i-th optimization problem
mw={¥; L (14
whereu=1,..., e, selects the joint-space solution from Q. The optimal

joint configuration q, for the specific path pose H;‘,"’ is found by
minimizing the objective function f, which is detailed in the next
section. Therefore, the interior-point method from the MariaB solver
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Fig. 5. Series of optimization problems starting from the initial guesses in Q, obtained
from H in (10) to find the optimal joint-space path. In this example, the initial guess
q,4 does not yield a complete continuous joint-space path.

fmincon is used, see, e.g., [56], which solves the corresponding problem,
cf. (13)

K
[, o] =arg min /(a,.H}) ~ u Y, ntc)) (15a)

i ERN ’ =

qoeR" =1
st.o>0 (15b)
Ceq(Q i Hp) = 0 (15¢)

cineq (qu,i’ Hg[,)
Umin — qu,i +o=0 ’ (15d)
Qi — Amax

with the slack variable o, the dimension of the inequality constraints
T
T qr ) and u > 0, see [57,58]. The

— di T
vector k = dim <[cmeq min Dmax

last term in (15a) are barrier functions to approximate the inequality
constraints.

The process and redundant DoF and the process tolerances and
windows of the specific manufacturing process are formulated as soft
constraints in f and hard constraints using the equality constraints
¢eq and inequality constraints c¢;.,. A number of different objective
functions and constraints are provided and explained in the next sec-
tion. Additionally, the upper and lower joint limits q,,, and qg;,,
respectively, are considered as inequality constraints in (13b). The
initial guess q,;, for each optimization problem in the sequence, see
(14), is chosen as the solution q:”._] from the previous optimization.
For the first manufacturing frame H;‘)’,‘l, the joint-space solutions Q,
serve as initial guess for the optimization. To speed up the solution
of the optimization problem, the analytical gradient of the objective
function and constraints are utilized. Note that the joint-space solutions
in Q, are independent of each other. Hence, multiple joint-space paths
can be computed in parallel on a multi-core CPU, which significantly
improves the computational performance. Furthermore, the constraints
and objective function can be adapted for each path pose H;‘;‘lz =
1,...,m, since the optimization problem is solved in series.

Remark 2. The solution space may further be increased by considering
cross connections between individual joint-space paths, e.g., from ¢,
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to g,, in Fig. 5, which are not taken into account in this work. This
could be implemented using a graph representation of the solution
space. Consequently, the individual solution paths depend from each
other, which makes a parallel computation impossible. Including cross
connections while preserving, at least to a certain extent, parallelism is
an interesting future research direction. Note that a similar path plan-
ning approach based on the analytical inverse kinematics is published
in [71].

5.3. Objective functions and constraints

With the proposed optimization-based path planning approach, the
objective functions and constraints are tailored to precisely describe the
considered manufacturing process and taking into account the process
properties. This way, individual Cartesian coordinates may be strictly
constrained while allowing tolerances in other coordinates.

In general, the objective function consists of p cost terms f;,j =
1,...,p in the form

4
f@uHpty =Y fi(a, Hp!) 16)
j=1
and the equality and inequality constraints are also composed of differ-
ent components

Ceq.1 Cineq,1

¢ cineq = cineq,z . (17)

eq = ceq,2 s

Since the individual terms in (16)—(17) strongly depend on the man-
ufacturing process under consideration, the indices will be omitted in
the following to improve the clarity of presentation.

5.3.1. Position deviation
The deviation 4p of the actual tool position pg from the desired
position pg", described in the manufacturing frame M, is computed as

Ax
ap=|4y|=(R3)" (et -pp@) as)

using the transformations from Section 4.2.

Depending on the considered manufacturing process, the position
deviation may appear as soft constraint in the objective function to
implement process tolerances

1
f=34p"Ap 19)

with the positive semi-definite weighting matrix A, as hard constraint
in the equality constraint to implement a strictly constrained process
DoF

Coq = Ap (20)

or as inequality constraint to implement process windows

dmin —4p
cineq - [AP - dmax] . (21)
The position deviation may also appear in both the objective function
(19) and the inequality constraint (21), which yields the implemen-
tation of tolerance bands. Note that instead of the complete vector
Ap, its components Ax, Ay and Az may be used individually as soft,
hard or inequality constraint. Fixing some entries using hard constraints
while considering the remaining entries as soft constraints is possible,
depending on the requirements of the manufacturing process.
The analytical gradient of (20) and (21) follow as
0ceq _ ()Ap _

aq aq

-(RAY' I, (@ 22)
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dc —%p
ineq aq
. 23
aq ”a‘;ql’ (23)

with the Jacobian J 7T, (@ related to the linear velocity of the tool frame
T w.r.t. the workpiece frame P. The gradient of (19) reads as

A
ﬂ = ApT A, d_p ) 24)
Jq q

5.3.2. Orientation deviation
The orientation deviation AR = R} (R7(q)T, described as unit
quaternion Ao, reads as
n
—8;

_ A om 7\ !
=[] oo ton)” =[] o
T

ToM_ MT _ M, T
Np€p —Mp €p —€p XEp

(25)

where the operator ® denotes the quaternion product. If the orientation
of the actual tool frame 7 exactly matches the orientation of the desired
manufacturing frame M, the quaternion 4o in (25) becomes 4o' =
[1 0], see [52]. Thus, the orientation deviation is constructed as soft
constraint with the positive scalar weight a as

/= g(l—An)2 : (26)

In (26), all orientation deviations are penalized equally. If the manu-
facturing process allows for different orientation tolerances w.r.t. each
axis, the soft constraint

f= %AeTAer , @7

with the positive semi-definite weighting matrix A, is used. In
Appendix A.1 the cost terms in (26) and (27) for the orientation
deviation (25) are motivated and validated using mathematical and
geometric arguments.

The soft constraints (26) and (27) may also be implemented as hard
constraints in the form

Coq = 1-4n (28)
or
¢, =A4s , (29)

eq

respectively. When using these hard constraints, rotations around cer-
tain axes can be restricted. Moreover, the inequality constraints

Emin — A€

fineg = |:A8 - emax:| ’ 30
can be employed, where ¢, and ¢, are computed using (25) from
the minimum and maximum orientation deviation defined in (7). Anal-
ogous to the position deviation in Section 5.3.1, only individual com-
ponents of the orientation error 4e may be included in (27), (29) and
(30) by assembling the cost functions and constraints accordingly.

The gradients of the objective function terms (26) and (27) are
computed as

of a4y

— = —q(l — An)— 31
aq a( n aq (€29)
and
af T, O0A4€
- = AeTA, = | 32
aq €M aq (32)
respectively, using the gradients ‘)a—‘:’ and % found in Appendix A.2.
The gradient of the constraint (28) reads as
de,

4 _ _ 94 (33)
Jq Jq
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and the gradients of (29) and (30) yield

ac,
« _ 0de 34)
dgq  oq
d4Ae
acineq _E

5.3.3. Collision avoidance

The V-Clip algorithm [53] determines the pair of globally closest
features of two convex polyhedrons, for which the signed distance / is
computed. The signed distance / is positive, if two obstacles are at the
distance / from each other and a negative distance / describes obstacles
in collision. For every collision check k =1, ..., b between two objects,
the signed distances /,(q) of all feature pairs are utilized in the soft
constraint as

T
max(0, /) pin —11) max(0, /) pin —11)

_ % max(0, lzl,mjn = 1) B max(0, Iy pin — 1) . (36)

max(0, Iy in — 1) | LMax(0, 2 iy — 1)

with the positive semi-definite weighting matrix B and the respective
minimum distances /. The signed distances /, also be used in
inequality constraints as

37

to ensure that no collision occurs in the planned joint-space path.
Note that using both constraints (36) and (37) together improves the
convergence of the optimization problem (13) significantly.

The analytical gradient of (36) reads as

T [
max(0,/; min — 1) oq

_ aly

of _ max(0, [ min — 1) slaa| (38)
Jq : :
max(0, [ min — 1) 9y
: e

In (38), the gradients of the signed distances /, are computed in the
form

v
Iy ,@
al 2@
Kk [( ol ol ol W,o
se=l(5) (%) o0l 39
Yy
Iy (@
where the vectors v,,h = 1,...,w, denote the positions of the vertices

V,,h = 1,...,w of the polyhedron and J:\’,’,U(q),h = 1,...,w, are the
corresponding Jacobians related to the linear velocity. Note that only
the vertices defining the closest feature pair are required to compute
the gradient and therefore most of the entries in the left vector in (39)
are zero. The gradient of the inequality constraint (37) directly follows
from (39). Although the analytical gradient (39) is discontinuous if the
globally closest features change, this does not affect the performance
of the optimization algorithm (13) in practice.

5.3.4. Joint limits and path continuity

In order to obtain physically feasible robot motions, a joint-space
path must be sufficiently smooth and adhere to the joint limits. Hence,
to derive continuous joint-space paths, the objective function term

£ =3 (4= 4u0) € (a=au0) - 40

with the positive semi-definite weighting matrix C, is used to penalize
large joint movements. In (40), the joint configuration q,; , is the initial
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guess for the optimization of the i-th manufacturing frame Hf)i‘i, see
(14). The corresponding analytical gradient reads as

% = (4= g0 C - 41
Note that robot movements through kinematic singular points of the
robot are explicitly allowed with the proposed path planning frame-
work and are executable with standard controllers of an industrial robot
using joint-space control.

To compute feasible robot motions, the joint angles of the robot are
constrained in (13b) within their axes limits. To improve convergence,
joint angles are penalized as soft constraints with the objective function
term

1. ~ - 1
f= EqTWq B q=q- 5 (qmax + qmin) (42)
and the corresponding gradient
d
o _q'w (43)
dq
The diagonal matrix W is chosen as
w . -2
W= E dlag (qmax - qmin) ) (44)

T _ T —
where 9Qin = [‘h,min "'qn,min] and Qrax = [ql,max "'qn,max] denote the

mechanical joint limits of the robot and w > 0 is a weighting parameter.
5.4. Optimal joint-space path

Multiple joint-space paths are generated by solving the sequence
of optimization problems (13) and starting from the e, different joint-
space solutions contained in Q,. If a subproblem of a sequence does
not yield a feasible solution, the corresponding joint-space path is
discarded, see Fig. 5. To find the optimal joint-space path, the costs of
the objective function terms for the manufacturing path Hf)" are added
up with

m
=YY D u=1, e, (45)

i=1 jeC
for each feasible joint-space path. By comparing the individual costs
f* of each feasible joint-space path u = 1, ..., ¢,, the optimal joint-space
path 9* = {d}.....qy} is found for the desired manufacturing path H;;".
Note that only a particular subset C c {I,...,p} of objective function
terms may be used in (45) instead of all terms fioi=1,....p from (16).
For example, the optimization problem (16) might consider all process
properties of the manufacturing process, collision avoidance and the
joint limits to yield feasible solutions for the desired manufacturing
path H#A. Then, the evaluation of the optimal joint-space path in (45)
might use a reduced subset C which only contains the process prop-
erties and, hence, only considers the achieved manufacturing result.
Consequently, the best joint-space path Q* is optimal regarding the
manufacturing quality and does not take the robot movement into
account.

Note that the weighting matrices A, A,, B and C and the scalar
weights w and a introduced in the previous section have a strong impact
on the convergence behavior and the shape of the resulting joint-space
solution, in particular if the considered process exhibits a large number
of (redundant) process DoF, tolerances and windows.

5.5. Trajectory generation

The result of the planning algorithm is the optimal joint-space
path Q* corresponding to the desired manufacturing path Hf)". As a
final step, the joint-space path Q* is time parametrized to compute a
piecewise trajectory q*(s) with the sample points (;,q;),i = 1,...,m.
The time stamps #; are derived from the Cartesian distance between
two consecutive sample points q; | and q; with

. o7 (a) - v7 (a7,
Da

=t L, oi=1,...,m . (46)
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Fig. 6. Manufacturing path 1} on the rabbit-shaped workpiece in the workpiece frame
P.

The desired path velocity is specified by p,; > 0,i = 1,...,m, according
to the manufacturing process and ||-||, denotes the Euclidean norm.

The optimal smooth joint-space trajectory q*(¢) is generated by
computing piecewise cubic Hermite interpolating polynomials [59] for
the sample points (¢;,q;),i = 1,...,m. The obtained trajectory q*(r)
is then executed on the robot to perform the manufacturing process
considering the specified process properties.

6. Experimental results

In this section, the proposed path planning framework is applied to
two example applications with significantly different process proper-
ties. To this end, only the weighting matrices of the objective function
terms have to be adapted and the equality and inequality constraints
have to be adapted to precisely describe the respective manufacturing
process, see Section 5.

The first application is a drawing process, in which a marker with
rectangular nib is utilized to draw thin and thick lines on the surface of
the workpiece. The thickness of the lines depends on the orientation of
the marker w.r.t. the desired drawing path. In the second application,
a spraying process is demonstrated. The rotationally symmetric spray
nozzle is considered as redundant DoF in this process. The rabbit-
shaped workpiece and the manufacturing path H;‘)A employed in both
applications are shown in Fig. 6. The total length of the meander-
shaped path is approximately 2.5m with 1024 given path poses. Note
that the z-axes of the manufacturing frames (blue) are normal to the
workpiece surface and that the manufacturing frames rotate w.r.t. the
surface normal vector along the manufacturing path.

6.1. Drawing process

In this process, a line specified by the desired manufacturing path
has to be drawn on a 3D-printed rabbit with a marker mounted on the
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Fig. 7. Experimental setup for the drawing process after completing the process. The
coordinate systems and robot joints are annotated.

end-effector of an industrial robot. This experiment demonstrates an
industrial process with an end-effector mounted tool, see Section 4.2.1,
and a complex continuous manufacturing path. This process is repre-
sentative for similar industrial processes like, e.g. welding, grinding
or cutting. The drawing process was executed and validated in a
laboratory environment, see Fig. 7. Planning long continuous robot
motions with multiple constraints is challenging due to the restrictive
mechanical axes limits and the limited workspace of the robot.

6.1.1. Drawing process properties

The experimental setup of the drawing process is shown in Fig. 7.
The robot Kuka LBR iiwa 14 R820 is employed to draw a continuous
line specified by the manufacturing path on the surface of a stationary
rabbit-shaped workpiece with a marker with rectangular nib mounted
on the end-effector. To account for kinematic inaccuracies of the real
robot, the drawing tool is equipped with a passive compliance mecha-
nism comprising two linear springs. The rectangular nib allows to draw
different line thicknesses by rotating the marker around its normal
vector. To demonstrate the capabilities of the path planning framework
including collision avoidance, the blue collision object in Fig. 7 is
placed in front of the workpiece. Due to this blue object the robot
cannot reach certain sections of the manufacturing path Hg" exactly
without collision, see M-®) in Fig. 8.

To perform the drawing process on the surface of the workpiece
the position of the nib has to exactly follow the positions of the
manufacturing path H,ﬁ" in Fig. 6. In contrast, orientation deviations of
the marker from the surface normal in a certain range only marginally
degrade the quality of the drawn line and are therefore specified as
cone-shaped process tolerances, see Fig. 2a. Since the nib of the marker
is rectangular, a deviation from the desired rotation around the surface
normal changes the line thickness, which should be avoided. Therefore,
the tolerance band for the rotation around the z-axis is chosen more
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Table 1
Objective function terms, constraints and weights used for the drawing process.
Variables Equations Weights
Position deviation
f(4p) 19) A =0
¢.(4p) (20) Enabled
Cineq (4P) @n Disabled
Orientation deviation
f(4n) (26) a =80
f(4e) (27) A, = diag(1,1,30)
Ceq(An) (28) Disabled
C.q(4€) (29) Disabled
Cineq (4€) (30) Enabled
Collision avoidance
AU (36) B = 10%diag (1, 1,4)
Cineq(k) 37) Enabled

Joint limits and path continuity

f@ (40)
/@ (42), (44)

Robot Kuka LBR iiwa 14 R820 [60]

C =diag(10,10,5,5,5,5,5)
w = 0.05

qunaX = —q;i“ = [170° 120° 170° 120° 170° 120° 175°]

restrictively. These process properties for the position and orientation
are represented by tolerance bands in the form (see Fig. 3)

Om 40°
dmax = _dmin =[(0m], ¢max = _¢min =140° 47)
Om 20°

By parametrizing the objective function and selecting the corre-
sponding equality and inequality constraints, the above process prop-
erties are systematically considered in the proposed optimization-based
path planner. Since no position deviation is allowed, the equality
constraint of the position deviation (20) is used and the correspond-
ing objective term (19) and inequality constraint (21) are omitted.
To allow for orientation deviations according to (47), the equality
constraints of the marker orientation (28) and (29) are disabled. The
deviation from the desired orientation of the manufacturing path H;,V‘
is penalized with the objective term (26) to minimize the utilized
tolerances. Additionally, with the soft constraint (27), the deviations
of the different orientation coordinates are weighted according to the
allowed tolerances (47). Also the inequality constraint (30) is enabled
to guarantee that the tolerance bands from (47) are observed. More-
over, it is checked that there are no collisions of the marker and the
last robot link with the table and the blue collision object, see Fig. 4.
Therefore, the corresponding objective function (36) together with the
inequality constraint (37) are used to ensure a collision-free robot
movement. Finally, to obtain continuous joint movements, the objective
terms (40) and (42) are employed, with the robot joint limits q,,;, and
Qmax- Note that the inverse kinematics is implicitly solved by numerical
optimization.

The weights and parameters of the individual terms of the objective
function and constraints are chosen empirically and are summarized
in Table 1. The matrix A, weights the position deviation (19), the
scalar a and the matrix A, the orientation deviation, see (26) and (27),
the matrix B penalizes joint configurations near obstacles see (36), the
matrix C weights joint movements according to (40), and the weight
w in (42), (44) penalizes joint angles near their axis limits. In general,
diagonal matrices are advantageous, as the number of parameters is
greatly reduced and couplings between the individual DoF are avoided.
In general, larger matrix entries lead to smaller errors in the respective
DoF. Depending on which term in the objective function is crucial for
the specific process, the individual weights are chosen larger or smaller.
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Fig. 8. Side view of the manufacturing path H,ﬁA on the rabbit-shaped workpiece in
the workpiece frame P. The manufacturing poses marked with black dots can only be
reached by exploiting the process properties.

6.1.2. Experimental results of the drawing process

The position of the workpiece frame P relative to the robot base
frame 5 is computed with an optimization-based algorithm [7] to reach
as many manufacturing path poses in H{f‘ as possible with the tool.
Nevertheless, more than 15% of the manufacturing poses in H;;" from
Fig. 6 are only reachable by exploiting the process properties. These
points cannot be reached exactly in position and orientation due to
mechanical axes limits, the limited workspace of the robot and colliding
objects, i.e. the blue box and the table. These poses are shown in Fig. 8
as black dots.

Using the set of parameters given in Table 1 and described in
Section 6.1.1, all feasible joint-space solutions Q, for the first frame
H%l, see Fig. 6, of the manufacturing path Hf)’t are determined. Sub-
sequently, the series of optimization problems (13) is solved for every
starting configuration Q,, yielding the optimal joint-space path Q* by
evaluating (45). The same objective function terms as in the optimiza-
tion (13) are employed, which allows to reuse the already calculated
objective function terms for the evaluation, see Table 1. By applying
the time parametrization (46), the optimal joint-space trajectory q*(r)
is obtained and depicted in Fig. 9. The trajectories of the individual
joints qZ(t),h = 1,...,n are normalized to the respective axes limits
Qmin and qp,.. Overall, the available axes ranges of the robot joints
have to be utilized to a large extent in order to perform the drawing
process, which emphasizes the complexity of the task. In particular, the
trajectories of the axes 4, 6 and 7 occasionally reach their mechanical
axes limits. Additionally, the robot moves three times through a singu-
lar configuration, i.e. axis 2 passes through zero, see Fig. 9. The mean
calculation time of a single optimization problem from the series (13)
including collision checks is approximately 70 ms on an InTer Core i7-
8700K in a single-core implementation. If all CPU cores are utilized,
the mean calculation time reduces to around 18ms, since multiple
optimization problems are solved in parallel. The total calculation time
of the path planning problem with e, = 6 starting configurations is
approximately 90s. Note that the total calculation time depends on the
number of path poses m in the given manufacturing path, the number
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Fig. 9. Optimal joint-space trajectory q*(s) for the drawing process. The trajectories of
the individual joints are normalized to their respective axes limits q,;, and q,,,,.

of different starting configurations e,, the CPU and the number of
available CPU cores. Without collision checks, see Section 5.3.3, the
mean optimization time further reduces by a factor of 3. Note that the
path planning problem for the drawing process in this scenario is highly
constrained and many poses along the manufacturing path H;}" are only
reachable by exploiting process tolerances. Therefore, most joint-space
solutions in Q, do not lead to a complete and feasible joint-space path.

A video of the experimental result of the drawing process is shown
in www.acin.tuwien.ac.at/4adf/. The result of the drawing
process in Fig. 10 shows a good agreement with the desired manu-
facturing path Hﬁ" in Fig. 6. The sections of the path with the two
different desired line thicknesses can be easily distinguished. Note that
the experiment is executed without absolute calibration and without
feedback of the actual Cartesian end-effector position.

As shown in Fig. 8, a significant portion of the manufacturing path
poses from H;;" is not exactly reachable with the tool mounted on
the end-effector. Hence, process tolerances have to be utilized to solve
the path planning problem and compute the optimal trajectory q*(¢).
In Fig. 11, the orientation deviations of the TCP frame poses H;(q*)
from the desired manufacturing path Hg" are presented. The maximum
values of the utilized process tolerances are below 30° for ¢, and ¢, and
below 10° for ¢,, which results from the higher weighting of ¢, in (27),
see Table 1. The process tolerances are within the allowed tolerance
bands defined in (47).

The first path pose of the manufacturing path H7T>,1 is located near
the bottom of the workpiece, see Fig. 6. Moving with the marker from
the first path pose H;l towards (@) in Fig. 8, the proposed path planner
uses tolerances to avoid collisions with the blue collision object and the
table. Also tolerances from the highly penalized rotation around the
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Fig. 10. Result of the drawing process using the manufacturing path H,’;" shown in
Fig. 6.

surface normal vector are necessary due to collision avoidance and the
joint limit of axis 7, see Fig. 9. High usage of orientation tolerances is
also necessary at r = 71 s located at 2. At (2), the robot motion cannot
be solved without the additional freedom provided by the tolerances
due to the blue collision object. Note that the surface normals at 2
directly point towards the blue collision object, see Fig. 6. At t =
105s located at (3, again high orientation tolerances are used. These
orientation tolerances result from moving multiple times through a
singular configuration, which is required to solve the path planning
problem in one continuous robot motion, see also Fig. 9. Because the
Cartesian position of the TCP frame H7T, w.r.t. the manufacturing frame
H,ﬁ" is implemented as equality constraint, see Table 1, the resulting
deviations of the position coordinates converge below the numerical
tolerance of the used optimization solver. The presented experiment
shows an accurate execution of the drawing process with the demanded
process quality based on the specified process properties. Only with
the help of the available tolerance bands, the continuous joint-space
trajectory q*(¢) could be computed, which demonstrates the feasibility
of the proposed optimization-based path planning framework.

6.2. Spraying process

In this section, the proposed optimization-based path planning
framework is applied to a spraying process. In this process, the work-
piece is mounted on the end-effector of a robot and a stationary
spray nozzle is used as the tool which has to be moved along the
manufacturing path to perform the process. The spray jet is considered
rotationally symmetric, i.e. a rotation of the spray jet around the
spray direction does not affect the process quality and is therefore
considered as redundant process DoF. This property also appears in
other industrial processes like, e.g. robotic milling, drilling or laser
cutting. Although this spraying process differs significantly from the


https://www.acin.tuwien.ac.at/4adf/

T. Weingartshofer et al.

— ¢ — P, — ¢

_407‘ Ix Iy IZ | | [

0 20 40 60 80 100 120
tins

Fig. 11. Orientation tolerances of the TCP frame poses Hg(q*) w.r.t. the desired
manufacturing path 74! at the drawing process.

Spray jet
7
End-effector mounted /8 I,~q5
kpi y
workpiece . ;/1 )

Spraying machine
(colliding object)

Fig. 12. Setup for the spraying process in simulation. The coordinate systems and robot
joints are annotated.

drawing process in Section 6.1, the proposed path planner can be
easily adapted to the new process properties. Additionally, long and
complex spray paths are challenging path planning problems where the
available redundancy has to be exploited again to successfully compute
continuous joint-space paths for the process execution.

6.2.1. Spraying process properties

The simulation environment SmuLink 3D AnmvatioN of the spraying
process is shown in Fig. 12 with the robot Kuka Cybertech KR8 R1620.
The rabbit-shaped workpiece mounted on the end-effector of the robot
is shown in green and the spray machine is depicted as yellow ob-
ject. The rotationally symmetric spray jet is blue and is considered
as redundant DoF in this process. To use collision avoidance from
Section 4.4 in the path planning, the spraying machine is embedded
in two box objects and collisions with the workpiece are checked.
Collisions between the robot and the spraying machine do not occur.

The desired manufacturing path H;;" from Fig. 6 has to be followed
with the spray jet to perform the spray process on the rabbit-shaped
workpiece. Hence, the lateral position (x- and y-direction) of the spray
jet has to follow the manufacturing path Hg/‘ exactly, while small
deviations along the surface normal vector (z-direction) are allowed.
The latter only slightly degrades the process quality and is therefore
considered as process tolerance. Due to the rotationally symmetric
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spray nozzle, this process has a redundant process DoF of the ori-
entation around the surface normal vector. In contrast, no rotational
deviations around the x- and y-axis are permitted to maintain a circular
spray deposit. The process DoF of the spraying process are visualized
in Fig. 2b. These process properties are represented by the tolerance
bands given by

Om Om
dx = Om |, dy,= Om R (48a)
0.045m —0.055m
0°
¢max = _¢min =| 0° (48b)
360°

Based on (48), the optimization problem (13) is tailored to the
spraying process by parametrizing the objective function terms and
adding the appropriate constraints. The equality constraint of the x-
and y-position deviation in (20) is enabled to precisely follow the given
manufacturing path Hf)". Hence, the corresponding position inequality
constraints in (21) are disabled and the respective weights of the
objective function term (19) are zero. To use the process tolerances
along the z-direction of the manufacturing path H;;", the equality
constraint of the z-position deviation (20) is disabled. Instead, the
z-position deviation is used in the objective function term (19) and
the corresponding inequality constraint (21) ensures compliance with
the defined tolerance band (48). Because no orientation deviation is
allowed around the x- and y-axis w.r.t. the manufacturing path Hﬁ",
the corresponding equality constraints in (28) are enabled and the
inequality constraints (30) and objective function terms (26) and (27)
are omitted. The redundant process DoF of the spray process, i.e. the
orientation around the z-axis, is implemented by setting the respec-
tive weight in (27) to zero and disabling the corresponding equality
constraints (28) and inequality constraints (30). Thereby, orientation
deviations around the z-axis are neither penalized in the optimization
problem (13) nor constrained in any way. Collision avoidance is consid-
ered between the rabbit-shaped workpiece and the spraying machine
with the objective function term (36) and the inequality constraint
(37). The objective function terms (40) and (42) are used to obtain
continuous joint movements for the robot. The objective function terms,
equality and inequality constraints for the spraying process are sum-
marized in Table 2. The individual weights are empirically chosen as
diagonal matrices according to the specific process and the robot used.

6.2.2. Simulation results of the spraying process

Similar to the drawing process, an optimization-based algorithm [7]
is used to compute the optimal relative position of the robot base frame
B w.r.t. to the stationary TCP frame 7 of the spray nozzle. The path
planner is parametrized for the spraying process with the objective
functions and constraints from Table 2. The series of optimization
problems is solved based on the joint-space solutions Q, for the first
manufacturing path pose H%, see Fig. 6, which yields the optimal
joint-space path Q*. Note that for this process all considered objective
function terms in Table 2 are used to evaluate the optimal joint-space
path Q* with (45). To obtain a uniform spray coating on the workpiece,
the joint-space trajectory q*(r) is computed with (46) with a constant
path velocity. The joint trajectory q*(¢) is shown in Fig. 13, where the
individual joints qZ(t), h =1,...,n are normalized to the respective axes
limits q,;, and q,,,. The robot does not reach the mechanical axes
limits during the motion and continuously follows the manufacturing
path H{;". This is possible since the redundant DoF is considered and the
robot is able to move through a singular configuration at r = 63 s, where
the joint angle of axis 5 reaches zero. For this application, the mean
optimization time on an Inte Core i7-8700K is approximately 36 ms
in a single-core implementation and around 9 ms using all cores. The
total calculation time is around 60s with e, = 6 starting configurations.
These optimization times are lower compared to the drawing process,
which originates from the robot’s lower axis count and, hence, the
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Table 2

Objective function terms, constraints and weights used for the spraying process.
Variables Equations Weights
Position deviation
f(4p) 19 A, = diag (0,0, 90)
Coq(4X) (20) Enabled
Ceq,y(4Y) (20) Enabled
Coq2(42) (20) Disabled
Cineq.x (4X) (21) Disabled
Cineq.y (4Y) 21 Disabled
Cineq,z(42) (21) Enabled
Orientation deviation
f(4n) (26) a=0
f(4e) 27) A, = diag(0,0,0)
Ceq(An) (28) Disabled
Ceq(4€)) (28) Enabled
Ceq,y(4€2) (28) Enabled
Coqz(4E3) (28) Disabled
Cineq (4€) (30) Disabled
Collision avoidance
HAUY) (36) B = 10*diag (1, 1)
Cineq(li) 37 Enabled

Joint limits and path continuity

f@ (40)
f@ (42), (44

Robot Kuka Cybertech KR8 R1620 [51]

qmm = —[170° 185° 137° 185° 120° 350°]
qb, = [170° 65° 163° 185° 120° 350°]

C =diag(5,5,5,5,5,5)
w = 0.05

reduction of the optimization variables, see (13). Furthermore, only
two collision checks at each optimization are required for the two boxes
surrounding the spraying machine. Without collision avoidance checks,
an additional 1.5 times reduction of the computing time is possible.
A video of the simulation result of the spraying process is shown in
www.acin.tuwien.ac.at/4adf/.

The path planner significantly exploits the redundant DoF of the
spraying process, i.e. the rotation around the z-axis, and the tolerance
band of the z-position to compute a feasible and continuous robot
trajectory. In Fig. 14, the position and orientation deviations from
the TCP frame poses H;(q*) w.r.t. the desired manufacturing path
Hg" are presented. Deviations of the x- and y-position are constrained
and converge below the numerical tolerance of the used optimization
solver. The tolerance band of the z-position is utilized only to a small
extent, cf. (48). The orientation deviation of the TCP frame poses
H7(q*) w.r.t. the manufacturing path 7! around the x- and y-axis
are also constrained and are consistently below the optimizer tolerance.
In contrast, rotations around the z-axis of the spray direction, i.e. the
redundant DoF, are used extensively to generate a continuous joint-
space path Q*. This experiment shows that the proposed path planner
is capable of solving complex path planning problems for various
manufacturing processes with long paths by only adapting the objective
function terms and constraints based on the required process properties.

7. Conclusions

In this paper, a novel optimization-based path planning framework
for robots is proposed which systematically accounts for all process
properties (process tolerances, process windows, constraints, redundant
degrees of freedom (DoF)) of the specific manufacturing process and
includes a collision avoidance scheme. This allows to find solutions of
path planning problems for complex manufacturing paths which cannot
be solved with state-of-the-art concepts. By parametrizing the objective
function terms and selecting the appropriate equality and inequality
constraints, the underlying optimization problem can be easily tailored
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Fig. 13. Optimal joint-space trajectory q*(s) for the spraying process. The trajectories
of the individual joints are normalized to their respective axes limits q,,;, and q,,,,.
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Fig. 14. Position and orientation tolerances of the TCP frame poses H,’,(q*(r)) W.I.L.
the desired manufacturing path H,ﬁ" for the spraying process.

to the specific needs of the considered manufacturing process. In a
first step, the path planner computes multiple joint configurations for
the robot based on the pose of the first point on the manufacturing
path. Starting from these joint-space solutions, series of optimization
problems are solved, which are all independent of each other. This
makes it possible to perform a parallel execution of the path planning
algorithm on a multi-core CPU. This measure significantly reduces
the computing time. Moreover, analytical gradients of the objective
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function and of the constraints are provided to further improve the
convergence and curb the computing time of the optimization problem.
The proposed path planning framework also allows to move the robot
through kinematic singularities, which is often avoided in state-of-the-
art algorithms that rely on task-space controllers. To demonstrate the
feasibility of the proposed approach, a drawing and a spraying process
are considered. For the drawing process, the robot is equipped with
an end-effector which holds the marker to draw a predefined line on
the surface of a workpiece. The marker has a rectangular nib, with
which two different line thicknesses can be realized in the process
by rotating the marker around the surface normal direction by 90°.
However, the orientation of the end-effector is allowed to deviate from
the surface normal direction within a specified tolerance band without
deteriorating the final drawing quality. For many other industrial pro-
cesses, like welding or cutting, similar process properties can be defined
accordingly. The drawing process was implemented experimentally on
a KUKA LBR iiwa 14 R820. Particularly interesting is the fact that 15%
of the poses along the drawing path cannot be reached for the nominal
path, but the drawing task could be successfully performed with high
quality and the desired line thickness in the corresponding segments
by exploiting the process tolerances. For the second application, a
joint-space path for a simulated spraying process was computed. In
this process, the rotation of the spray jet around the surface normal
vector is considered a redundant DoF and the distance of the spray
nozzle to the surface can vary within a predefined tolerance band.
Again, by taking advantage of the redundant DoF, a feasible complex
robot path could be planned with the proposed framework. These two
applications demonstrate the versatility of the proposed collision-free
robotic path planning framework, which can be easily adjusted to
different manufacturing processes and is able to systematically account
for process tolerances, process windows, and available DoF.

Future works will be concerned with further improving the com-
putation time for the path planning of long manufacturing paths with
high resolution and multiple collision objects by using compiled algo-
rithms, different optimization solvers, e.g., [61], and more advanced
collision avoidance concepts, e.g., [62]. Additionally, by incorporating
the dynamic model of the manipulator into the path planning frame-
work, time-optimal or energy-efficient joint-space trajectories could
be obtained. Instead of solving the individual optimization problems
sequentially, using graph-based or predictive methods could further
enhance the flexibility and the resulting optimal joint-space paths.
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Fig. 15. Orientation deviations 4o w.r.t. the dashed coordinate system in the origin
with rotations around (a) the z-axis, (b) the x- and y-axis.

A.1. Cost terms for orientation deviation

The relation between unit quaternions and the angle-axis represen-
tation with the vector r and the rotation 6 around r is given by, see [52]

0

3 > and (49a)

n:cos(

)
£ =rsin E) (49b)

In the following two examples with rotations around one axis in
(50) and around two axes in (51) are shown, where the specific range
of rotation is chosen to clarify the visual presentation in Fig. 15. In
Fig. 15a, pure rotations around the z-axis w.r.t. the dashed coordinate
system are illustrated, which correspond to unit quaternions 4o in the
form

Ao’ , 0
0o=——, Ao = , —0.15<¢e<0.15.
[|40'][, 0

£3

(50)

In (50), the first two entries of the vector part of the quaternion error
Ae are zero while the last entry is a small random number, which
corresponds to r™ = [0 0 1]. Hence, unit quaternions in the form
(50) represent pure rotations around the z-axis.

In contrast, quaternion errors in the form

1
Ao’ , e | —015<¢€ <015

0= ”Aor”—z, 0 = 6| ~0.15 <6, <0.15° (51)
0

have negligible rotations around the z-axis while the rotations around
the x- and y-axis are significant, see Fig. 15b. This example shows that
penalizing the individual components of A¢ in (27) using A,, minimizes
the rotation around the respective axis in r.

A.2. Gradients of unit quaternions
The time derivative of a unit quaternion is given by, see [52]

o= [-3 = [-3L Sl

where @' = [w, ®, w,] is the angular velocity and S(®) denotes
the skew matrix defined as, see [52]

(52)

0 o, o,
S(w)=| o, 0 —w, (53)
—o, o, 0
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Hence, the time derivative of the quaternion error (25) yields

ddy 94y
ddo | _ddo. | oq |.
o [ e | T 5q 47 ae |
dt aq ; (54)
_1 — (03! -0} 4e
2 (a);\,’l—m;)An+(mf‘;l+a);)><A£
Eliminating q from (54) leads to
94n Ty
w | aa | l Ae JP,W(Q) (55)
T | ode | T T T :
da |Sel 2[4 (@ - Sl (@

Thereby, the geometric Jacobian J;w(q) is related to the angular
velocity of the contact frame 7, see (3), and due to a stationary
manufacturing path H# the corresponding Jacobian J;\;‘w vanishes.
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