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Editorial

Preface
In the very last years of the previous century, as an Erasmus student from Israel, 
I read about the Paris building code in the library of the National School of Archi-
tecture of Paris-la-Villette. 

A couple of years after this event, as an architect working in the Institute for 
Canton Planning in Sarajevo, I started thinking again about the Paris building 
code because I discovered that the Sarajevo spatial planning system has func-
tioned without a building code for almost a century. That is how this research 
began. Few urban planners and professionals in Sarajevo have written about the 
spatial planning system in former Yugoslavia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, but none 
focused on the building code with the aim to reintroduce it.

I thought that it may be useful to make an analysis of the spatial planning and 
coding system in Sarajevo in a chronological order, comparing it to the relevant 
continental European examples to objectively determine whether it would be ad-
visable to introduce a building code to Sarajevo spatial planning legislation. 

This research will be the first in the history of spatial planning in Sarajevo in the 
English language, which will provide a systematic and holistic analysis of various 
political contexts of the local spatial planning and coding system. It aims to arrive 
at the recommendations and the model for the next building order for the Sarajevo 
Canton, appropriated for the wider continental European context it appertains to. 
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