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In Palotti et al. [1], authors investigate the influence of HTML preprocessing when readability
formulas are used to estimate Webpage understandability. They found that readability
formulas are heavily affected by the methods used to extract text from the HTML source, but
they did not measure how correlated each method was with a human ground truth. We further
extended Palotti et al.’s work to understand the influence of HTML preprocessing on automatic
understandability methods and establish best practices. We show the correlation of each
preprocessing combination with the ground truth assessments for CLEF 2015 and 2016.
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Figure 1. Correlation results of different readability formulae with human
assessments from CLEF eHealth 2015.
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Figure 2. Correlation results of different readability formulae with human
assessments from CLEF eHealth 2016.
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