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Abstract

A herbarium is a collection of preserved plant specimens with information from the
collector and additional details on the plants. The Herbarium of the Natural History
Museum in Vienna (NHMW) was established in 1885 and is now ranked amongst the top
ten botanical collections in the world. Current holdings in the NHMW are approximately
5.5 million plant specimens. The herbarium is especially rich in types (the plant specimen
to which the scientific name of that species is attached, to serve as reference for all other
specimens that belong to the species) with around 200,000 type specimens.

The digitized images can easily be provided to botanical researchers. However, efficient
search tools are needed to explore the collection of 5.5 million specimens. Thus, the
handwriting of the collector on the herbarium sheet itself, the provided metadata, the
layout of the label, and the dried plants on the sheets themselves can be used as
information. The handwriting holds the information on the specimen created manually
by the botanical researchers, such as the family, genus, species classification, and in some
cases the year, location and the person who made the herbarium specimen entry.

The overall goal of this diploma thesis is to develop deep learning-based methods that can
model the similarities of plants based on the herbarium specimen images (including besides
the specimen image all additional information of the image, such as the handwritten or
printed label information created by the botanical researchers and the metadata provided
by the NHMW).

The deep learning technique that is utilized is contrastive learning, a method for self-
supervised learning that does not require labeled data to cluster similar data points
together. Using this method instance discrimination (clustering similar data points
together) is done on the unlabelled data of the specimen images, after which the plant
specimens are classified into their respective families, genera and species.

Herbarium dataset ground truth data is usually entirely private to the collection (noted
exception being the Herbarium Challenge 2022 dataset), making it hard to apply super-
vised models in a general setting, as different herbaria can consist of entirely different
families, genera and species. Contrastive learning is used in this thesis to mitigate this
problem as well as to develop a more robust and general system of classification. Secondly,
it has achieved state-of-the-art results on the ImageNet dataset, and thus has also been
chosen as the method for this thesis in order to evaluate how well the technique performs
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on the downstream task of plant species classification compared to other (fully supervised)
approaches already used to tackle this problem.

A visualization application is created within this thesis for botanical research analysis
which uses the developed deep learning based classification. The results of the classification
and the ground truth information of corresponding images are made available to the
researchers through the interactive visualization tool.

The ground truth data has been made available by the NHMW for a dataset of 1078
specimen images, along with additional information about these specimens (location,
time and name of the collectors). In addition to the NHMW dataset, the Herbarium
2022 dataset is also used as a benchmark for the quantitative analysis of the contrastive
learning method, the dataset consists of 1.05 million images with the ground truth
information on the plant species, genus and family.

In addition, the recognition of the printed and the handwritten label content is evaluated
based on state-of-the-art Handwritten Text Recognition (HTR) and Optical Character
Recognition (OCR) solutions, and evaluated on the NHMW herbarium dataset. This is
done to show the applicability of text recognition to this type of herbarium specimen
analysis. Error rates are calculated by comparing the recognized (predicted) text from
the herbarium specimen labels in the plant specimen images with the ground truth data
provided by the NHMW.

The main contribution is the use of a self-supervised, deep learning, methodology in
training a model for herbarium plant specimen classification and its comparison to
supervised approaches, and to the state-of-the.art approaches. The main advantage of a
self-supervised methodology is that no target class labels are needed in the embedding
model training while still utilizing the advantages of convolutional neural networks over
the feature engineering methods used in a self-supervised and unsupervised setting.
Further contributions of the thesis include a web application that allows the researchers
to look into the clusters of specimens that belong together based on the contrastive
learning model embeddings, and select individual images of specimens to further look
into (paired with the already available data on the specimens that the NHMW holds),
a newly created dataset for the segmentation of the dried pressed plant parts of the
specimen images and an evaluation of HTR and OCR methods used for information
extraction form the specimens.



Contents

Abstract ix

Contents xi

1 Introduction 1
1.1 Deep Learning on plant images . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
1.2 Label character recognition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

2 Literature research 5
2.1 Deep Learning methods for plant classification . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
2.2 Machine learning methods for phenological trait detection and extraction 6
2.3 Text Recognition (HTR and OCR) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

3 Methodology 9
3.1 Contrastive Learning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
3.2 Text Recognition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

4 Results 21
4.1 Datasets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
4.2 Quantitative evaluation of family, genus and species classification . . . 28
4.3 Character Recognition Evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

5 Conclusion 51

6 Future Work 55

List of Figures 57

List of Tables 59

Bibliography 61

Appendix 67
Appendix A: Visual Analysis Tool Application for botanical researchers . . 67

xi





CHAPTER 1
Introduction

Herbaria contain a systematic overview of plant specimens collected, preserved, and
well-documented by botanists for future use. Herbaria are the foundation of botanical
research, and they are used for a variety of studies, like plant taxonomy, species variability,
extinction risk, and phenological trends[4][3][46]. These physical specimens ensure
reproducibility and unambiguous referencing of research results relating to organisms.

An excerpt image from the NHMW herbarium can be seen in Figure 1.1. There are five
main parts to a herbarium specimen:

• The dried and pressed plant that is attached to the sheet

• Plant label (printed or handwritten)

• The color reference chart exists to ensure image quality in the process of digitization
of the specimens

• The scale bar provides the reference information of the actual physical measurements
of the specimen

• The white strips are there to hold the specimen attached to the paper

Recent initiatives, Natural History Museum Vienna (NHMW) included, started to digitize
this information and make it available to botanists and the public through web portals
and web services. When identifying a plant’s taxonomy[42], the researchers determine its
family, genus and species, following the standard Latin binomial system of nomenclature.
The first name represents the genus and is capitalized, the second name identifies the
species and is written in lowercase, and the entire name is italicized. The NHMW
herbarium holds a collection of 5.5 million specimen. The herbarium is especially rich
in type specimens. The information about the plant species that is annotated by the
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1. Introduction

Figure 1.1: Showing a herbarium specimen

researchers is dependent on their knowledge of the species, where the type specimen serves
as a prototype of that species class. The "type specimen" is the most accurate specimen
of a plant species, thus being the center reference for the classification of all other plant
specimen that belong to a species. Therefore the task is a form of instance discrimination
in itself for the botanical researchers, making "type specimen" an important part of every
herbarium.

According to Rojas et al.[5] "Thousands and thousands of sheets are still not identified at
the species level while numerous sheets should be reviewed and updated following more
recent taxonomic knowledge. These annotations and revisions require such a large amount
of work from botanists that it would be unfeasible to carry them out in a reasonable time."
Computer vision approaches based on the automated analyses of these sheets are therefore
necessary for such species identification tasks. These tools should also strongly accelerate
evolutionary and ecological studies by providing quick access to the most interesting
specimens of a family/genus/species group of interest. A visualisation application that,
based on herbarium sheet images across multiple collections worldwide, finds the plant
specimens more similar to a candidate will be of great help for the researchers at the
NHMW to solve specific research questions as pointed out before 6.
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1.1. Deep Learning on plant images

This thesis focuses around the following research questions:

• RQ1: What is a suitable deep learning architecture for the analysis of the herbarium
plant specimens?

• RQ2: How can state-of-the-art text recognition (handwritten and printed) methods
be used for herbarium data analysis?

• RQ3: How well do self-supervised contrastive learning methods perform on the
task of plant species classification?

1.1 Deep Learning on plant images
The first problem that is addressed is the automatic analysis of the dried and pressed
plant region of the images. The variety of different plants and plant features makes the
task of categorizing and systemically ordering the plants difficult and time-consuming[20],
which is why researchers tried to apply machine learning and deep learning methods to
the herbarium collections[29]. Some of the studies focus on the classification of the plants
within their genus and species[5][45][17]. Botanical researchers would also like to use the
data to gain deeper insights into the development and the phenology of the plants such
as: flowering, leaf unfolding (or budburst), seed set and dispersal, and leaf fall in relation
to climatic conditions[46]. Meaning that, unlike in classification, the model has to learn
robust representations of individual plants, and not only the shape of the plant specimen.
Therefore the specimen image analysis focuses on the classification of the respective
plant species, with the goal of applying the learned representations on the downstream
task of extraction of the phenology of the plant specimens. contrasive learning is a
self-supervised approach to deep learning that does not require labeled data to cluster
similar data points together, while still using the advantages of Convolutional Neural
Networks (CNNs), and is used to tackle the aforementioned problem. Herbarium dataset
ground truth data is usually entirely private to the collection (noted exception being the
Herbarium 2022[28] dataset), making it hard to apply supervised models in a general
setting, as different herbaria can consist of entirely different genus types. Contrastive
learning is used in this thesis to mitigate this problem as well as to try and create a more
robust and general system of classification. Secondly, it has achieved state-of-the-art
results on the ImageNet dataset[18][8] and thus has also been chosen as the method for
this thesis in order to evaluate how well the technique performs on the downstream task
of plant species classification compared to other (fully supervised) approaches already
used to tackle this problem[43][29].

1.2 Label character recognition
The plant label holds the annotation information about the specimen, annotated by
the botanical researchers that collected the specimen. The information it holds can be
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1. Introduction

split into two categories. Firstly, the genus name and the species name of the plant are
present in 1078 samples, of the 1103 images provided by the NHMW. The second set of
annotation information is the place where the sample was taken (geolocation), the name
of the person who made the sample, and the date when the sample was taken, and it is
present only in some samples (different amount for each of the information categories).
The details about the dataset are in the datasets section of the results section 4.1.1 of
the thesis. The label itself can be printed or handwritten.

Therefore a tool to retrieve the textual information of the labels is useful to the researchers
in retrieving the data about already made annotations, that have not yet been transcribed.

The plant genus and plant species name information (retrieved from the handwritten
or printed labels) is useful to the botanical researchers. They can use the transcription
model alongside a model that only looks at plant phenology and clusters similar plants
closer together, to discriminate plants into species and genera automatically.

Since the classification of the plants carried out by the botanists is dependent on type
specimens and the boundaries between species are often unclear, combining the knowledge
of botanists (human annotations of the plant species) with deep learning models - see
3.1 can result in drawing clear boundaries between species in their classification, or a
change in an existing boundary. The comparison can also provide further insights into
the differences/similarities between similar plants of the same species (classified by the
researchers manually in the herbarium text labels).

The thesis only provides an evaluation of state-of-the-art HTR and OCR methods to
retrieve the text, as a pointer to the future work of HTR in herbarium specimens. The
recognition of the printed and the handwritten label content is evaluated based on
state-of-the-art HTR solution, and evaluated on the NHMW herbarium dataset. This is
done to show the applicability of text recognition to this type of herbarium specimen
analysis. Error rates are calculated by comparing the recognized (predicted) text from
the herbarium specimen labels in the plant specimen images with the ground truth data
provided by the NHMW. An HTR solution called Google Vision HTR[23] is used as
well, to show the results that out-of-the-box solutions achieve on the task. The same
solution that was used for the HTR is used for the OCR of the Printed Information. The
printed information is scraped using an OCR (Optical Character Recognition) solution
as well, and the results are compared to the HTR solution. The engine that is used is
the Tesseract[35]. This engine is used because it is a standard OCR solution.
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CHAPTER 2
Literature research

This section provides an overview of the current state-of-the-art methods in the area of
machine learning/deep learning methods for plant family/genus/species classification,
deep learning methods for phenological trait detection/extraction of plants, and finally
the state-of-the-art methods for handwritten text recognition.

2.1 Deep Learning methods for plant classification
Plant classification of the plants done by the botanists entails the categorisation of each
plant specimen into a correct family, genus and species that the plant belongs to (in that
hierarchical order). Each plant belongs to a family, a genus within that family and a
species within that genus. The classification is time-consuming[20] and dependent on
type specimens and the boundaries between species are often unclear.

Rojas et al.[5] reported 79.6% accuracy in the classification of the plant family, genus,
and species using CNNs, on their own datasets of herbaria properly curated for machine
learning purposes, including one small dataset (255 species, 7,500 images) and one large
dataset (1,204 species, 260,000 images). An example of a herbarium specimen can
be seen in Figure 1.1, only the plant image of the specimen is used in all the papers
mentioned. This approach beat the previous state-of-the-art approaches that used feature
extraction and classical machine learning techniques. Walker et al.[45] suggested that
triplet networks produce good representations, outperforming the CNN models on the task
of discriminating between Syzygium and Dendrobium (distinct genera): 99.9% triplets
to 95.3% CNNs accuracy score and Syzygium and Eugenia (similar genera): 99.9% for
triplets and 87.9% for CNNs, Walker used ResNet-18 as the base network, the images
were taken from the Herbarium 2021 dataset. Chulif and Chang’s work[10] describes a
Convolutional Siamese network to learn feature similarities between herbarium images
and field plants. They report a value of 0.121 and 0.11 mean reciprocal rank (MRR),
on the Herbarium 2021 and Herbarium 2022 datasets respectively, for cross-domain
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2. Literature research

species identification. The current state-of-the-art approaches for genus classification use
vision transformers[19]. The "Conviformers: Convolutionally guided Vision Transformers"
paper[43] from 2022 used Vision Transformers to approach the task of plant genus
classification. The paper achieved the current state-of-the-art results on the Herbarium
202x and iNaturalist 2019 datasets, with an accuracy score of 0.729 on the Herbarium
2021 dataset (2.5M images, 65,000 species) and a 0.824 accuracy score on the Herbarium
2022 dataset[43] (1.2M images, 15501 species).

2.2 Machine learning methods for phenological trait
detection and extraction

Phenological traits of plants are characteristics that relate to the timing of events in a
plant’s life cycle, such as flowering, seed dispersal, and seed maturation[34]. These traits
are monitored by looking at plant organs during time and are important for understanding
how plants interact with their environment and other organisms. Phenological traits
detection and extraction include leaf measurements[14], morphological traits of the
specimens[49], detection of plant organs[47], and measurements of reproductive organs[34].

Some of these studies have proposed image processing algorithms[13], while others have
used deep learning approaches due to the complexity of target information[34]. The earlier
attempts at solving this problem have used various image processing techniques like SIFT
descriptors, HoG (Histogram of Oriented Gradients) descriptors, contour models, etc.
to automatically locate leaf teeth and extract features like leaf tooth perimeter, area,
internal angles, count and other derived features[13]. Despite the successful extraction of
the features the proposed algorithms were deemed limited in their capabilities and did not
generalize well over different plant taxa. This limitation has been partially mitigated in
the new approaches by the use of deep learning techniques that can learn important filters
and can generalize well across different plants. This work is only focused on the deep
learning approach. These methods have been limited by the fact that these deep learning
methods use supervised learning and are dependent on the ground truth data that is
usually entirely private to the collection (noted exception being the Herbarium 2022[28]
dataset), making it hard to apply these models in a general setting, as different herbaria
can consist of entirely different genus types. Contrastive learning as a self-supervised
method is used in this thesis to mitigate the problem of using ground truths as well
as try to implicitly create a more robust and general system of similar trait detection.
Contrastive learning does instance discrimination and clusters the most similar plants
together, which implicitly creates clusters of similar phenological traits, meaning that
while the same species might appear different in different life cycle in the dataset they
can be clustered closer together with another plant species that looks similar to it in a
certain life cycle (based on their phenological traits).
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2.3. Text Recognition (HTR and OCR)

2.3 Text Recognition (HTR and OCR)
The current state-of-the-art solution for the HTR problem is DAN: a Segmentation-free
Document Attention Network[11]. DAN has been trained on the READ2016[40] dataset,
which is composed of early modern German texts. The solution achieved competitive
results on the READ 2016 dataset at the page level, as well as double-page level with a
CER (Character Error Rate) of 3.43% and 3.70%, respectively, the WER (Word Error
Rate) on the READ 2016 dataset was 13.5% (page level) and 14.15% (double-page).
DAN has the top results in all categories on the READ 2016 dataset, except for the WER
on a line level where it gets outperformed by the Vertical Attention Network[12]. From
out-of-the-box HTR solutions (Google, AWS, Microsoft, Tesseract and SimpleHTR),
according to benchmark tests[2], and tested on the NIST Hand printed Forms and
Characters Database[25], Google Cloud Vision achieved the best score of 9.00 average
CER and 90.44 Average Match Score. Additionally, Tesseract-OCR engine[39], achieved
a 5.4% CER on the UNLV Fourth Annual Test of OCR Accuracy dataset[37].
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CHAPTER 3
Methodology

This section presents the methods and approaches used in the thesis in order to answer
the research questions. It is split into two main parts: contrastive learning on the
plant images and text detection and extraction. The contrastive learning part goes
over the SimCLR method and the methods used subsequently to do classification and
segmentation. Herbarium dataset ground truth data is usually entirely private to the
collection (noted exception being the Herbarium 2022[28] dataset), making it hard to
apply supervised models in a general setting, as different herbarium collections can
consist of entirely different plant families, genera and species. Contrastive learning is
used in this thesis to mitigate this problem as well as to try and create a more robust
and general system of classification. Secondly, it has achieved state-of-the-art results on
the ImageNet dataset[18][8], and thus has also been chosen as the method for this thesis
in order to evaluate how well the technique performs on the downstream task of plant
species classification compared to other (fully supervised) approaches already used to
tackle this problem[43][29].

3.1 Contrastive Learning
Contrastive learning, a self-supervised method for representation learning, is used for
the task of clustering the plants into semantically rich categories based on their visual
features. The goal is a semantically rich general representation of herbarium specimens
suitable for downstream tasks like classification or detection of plant features like specific
plant organs etc. These representations are needed in order to support the botanical
research with a tool that can provide further insights into the development of plants,
either through time or through their geographical location (See 4.4). The categories to
look for are the reproductive and other organs of plants including, but not limited to:
leaves, blossoms, and fruits.
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3. Methodology

3.1.1 Introduction
Contrastive learning is a self-supervised, task-independent deep learning technique that
allows a model to learn data representations without labels. The model learns to
differentiate between similar and dissimilar data points by contrasting them against each
other. A positive pair in contrastive learning typically refers to two data points that are
similar or related in some way, e.g. two different augmentations of the same image, or an
image and its textual description (e.g. in CLIP[36]). A negative pair typically consists
of two data points that are different or unrelated, e.g. two different images. These
augmentations require an anchor, an anchor is a reference data point used to compare
other data points against. It serves as the basis for forming positive and negative pairs.
The loss function in contrastive learning uses the anchor to compute distances between
the anchor and the augmented version (in a positive pair) or the anchor and the example
from a different class (in a negative pair). The goal of the contrastive learning is then to
minimize the distance for positive pairs while maximizing the distance within negative
pairs. The variants of the loss function include: contrastive loss, triplet loss (used in
supervised settings), and Normalized Temperature-scaled Cross Entropy (NT-Xent)[7]
etc. (as detailed in Section 3.1.2).

The specific implementation of the contrastive learning chosen for this topic is the SimCLR
(Simple Contrastive Learning of Representations), a contrastive learning method for
unsupervised representation learning proposed by Chen et al. in 2020[7], the paper
shows that SimCLR can achieve state-of-the-art performance on image classification
benchmarks such as ImageNet and CIFAR-10, as well as on other computer vision tasks
such as object detection and segmentation.

In this thesis the representations are learned from unsupervised SimCLR training.
These representations are assessed using two ways of linear probing: Firstly, logistic
regression[16] and secondly, a K-Nearest Neighbors (KNN) classification[21]. Additionally,
after SimCLR training the base network was frozen and fully supervised fine-tuning
was performed on the CNN model to evaluate the updated network. These methods
are discussed further in the SimCLR implementation details section of the thesis. The
method is one of the current state-of-the-art approaches for pure contrastive learning[33],
the latest being[41] that adds another loss function on top of the SimCLR approach.
SimCLR has recently been beaten by Vision Transformers[48] and by a combination of
Vision Transformers and Contrastive Learning[9] on the ImageNet dataset.

Other notable variants of contrastive learning include supervised contrastive learning
(SupCon) that uses labels and then uses augmented pairs to push positive anchors
closer together by the augmentation features, and CLIP (Contrastive Language-Image
Pretraining)[36] that learns visual representations from language labels by contrasting
image-text pairs. It is trained on a dataset of images with corresponding textual
descriptions, pairing images with their relevant textual descriptions to enable transfer to
various visual tasks without the need for specific training on specific datasets.

Learning image features without labels, using deep learning methods, is a novel idea and
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3.1. Contrastive Learning

the task of plant species classification provides an opportunity to research the performance
of contrastive learning and compare its performance to other deep learning methods,
already used on this task. Another task of the deep learning approach is to explore the
similarities between plants in terms of their phenology and explore the clusters, and not
only approach the classification task. The SimCLR method is used, still ranked top 5
on ImageNet top 5 accuracy[8] to acquire these general representations of herbarium
specimens to use them in downstream tasks, and in botanical research as well.

SimCLR uses an image, called an anchor, to create two augmented versions of the image
(a positive pair), these positive pairs are compared to all other image augmented pairs
(negative pairs) and a loss function calculates the similarity between positive and negative
pairs, making the minimization of the said function the goal of the training. The method
uses a siamese network architecture to learn representations by contrasting similar and
dissimilar pairs of augmented views of input data. This means that each image of the pair
is passed through the same network before the distance between the pair is minimized,
and the weights are updated, making the network, conceptually, a siamese twin 3.1. The
method is described in more detail in the next section.

Figure 3.1: Contrastive Learning Concept

The advantages of SimCLR are learning representations from and the ability to learn more
robust and generalizable representations by leveraging the diversity of unlabeled data
and using multiple augmentations of the same image. These representations obtained
from the contrastive learning can be used for downstream tasks such as, in our case,
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3. Methodology

herbarium specimen plant species classification.

In conclusion, the SimCLR contrastive learning method is an approach for unsupervised
representation learning that can improve the performance of deep learning models on the
task of the automated analysis of the herbarium specimens.

3.1.2 SimCLR

At each iteration, we get for every image x two differently augmented versions of the
original image, We refer to the augmentations as x̃i and x̃j , the augmentations of the
image that have been shown to work best (see[7]) are a random crop of the image along
with the color augmentations of each image crop. The augmentations differ by experiment,
but all include random resize and crop of the original image, for more details refer to the
results section of the thesis.

Figure 3.2: Example Augmentations of Herbarium 2022 dataset

The example of cropped pairs can be seen in Figure 3.2. Both of these images are
encoded into a one-dimensional feature vector, h̃i and h̃j respectively, by passing them
through a CNN network, referred to as f(·), the vectors are of 512 dimensions in the case
of encoding the image with ResNet18 and 1024 in the case of ResNet50. We want to
maximize similarity between these two augmentations of the image, as they both belong
to the same class (original image), minimizing it to all other images in the batch.

The encoder network is split into two parts: a base encoder network f(·) (ResNet18,
ResNet50), and a projection head g(·). The base network is responsible for extracting
a representation vector from the augmented data examples. ResNet18 and ResNet50
architectures were used as f(·), and we refer to the output as f(x̃i) = hi.

The projection head g(·) maps the representation h into a latent multidimensional vector
space where we apply the contrastive loss, i.e., compare similarities between vectors.

12



3.1. Contrastive Learning

Algorithm 3.1: SimCLR Main Learning Algorithm

Input : Batch size N , temperature τ , encoder f , projection head g, set of
augmentations T

Output : Trained encoder network f(·)
1 foreach sampled minibatch {xk}N

k=1 do
2 foreach k ∈ {1, . . . , N} do
3 draw two augmentation functions t ∼ T , t′ ∼ T ;

// first augmentation

4 x ˜2k−1k
= t(xk);

5 h2k−1 = f(x ˜2k−1k
) ; // representation

6 z2k−1 = g(h2k−1) ; // projection

// second augmentation

7 x2̃kk
= t′(xk);

8 h2k = f(x2̃kk
) ; // representation

9 z2k = g(h2k) ; // projection

10 end

11 foreach i ∈ {1, . . . , 2N} do
12 foreach j ∈ {1, . . . , 2N} do
13 si,j = zT

i zj

∥zi∥∥zj∥ ; // pairwise similarity

14 end

15 end

16 define l(i, j) as: l(i, j) = − log esi,j /τ�2N

k=1,k ̸=i
e

si,k/τ

17 L = 1
N

�N
k=1[l(2k − 1, 2k) + l(2k, 2k − 1)];

18 update networks f and g to minimize L;

19 end

20 return encoder network f(·), and discard g(·)

We follow the original SimCLR[7] setup by defining a multi layer perceptron (MLP) with
non-linearities, denoted as g(·), on top of the base CNN, denoted as f(·). Two-layered
MLP was defined with ReLU activation in the hidden layer. The hidden dimensions of
the MLP were defined as follows 512 input dimensions for the ResNet18, 128 output,
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3. Methodology

following the initial paper implementation (4 times smaller). And for the ResNet50 base
1024 input, 256 output at first. This was changed for the ResNet50 in later experiments
to 2048 input and 512 output dimensions, because in the follow-up paper, SimCLRv2[8],
the authors mention that wider MLPs boost the performance considerably. The authors
also mention that deeper MLPs overfit, so the implementation used only two layers.

Figure 3.3: SimCLR general setup, Figure credit - Ting Chen et al.[7]

The general setup is visualized in the Figure 3.3.

After the contrastive learning training, shown in algorithm 1, the projection head g(·)
is removed, and the base network f(·) is used as a pretrained feature extractor. The
representations z that come out of the projection head g(·) have been shown to perform
worse[8] than those of the base network f(·) when fine-tuning the network for a new task.
This is likely because the representations z are trained to become invariant to many
features like the color that can be important for downstream tasks. Thus, g(·) is only
needed for the contrastive learning stage.

3.1.3 SimCLR - Training the model

As mentioned before, we want to maximize the similarity between the representations of
the two augmented versions of the same image, i.e., zi and zj in the Figure shown above
3.3, while minimizing it to all other examples in the batch. SimCLR thereby applies
the NT-Xent[8] (Normalized Temperature-scaled Cross Entropy) loss function, a specific
implementation of the InfoNCE (Noise-Contrastive Estimation) loss, originally proposed
by Gutmann et al. in 2010[26] and later applied to contrastive learning by Aaron van
den Oord et al.[44]. In short, the InfoNCE loss compares the similarity of zi and zj to
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3.1. Contrastive Learning

the similarity of zi to any other representation in the batch by performing a softmax over
the similarity values. The loss can be formally written as:

ℓi,j = − log exp (sim(zi, zj)/τ)�2N
k=1 1[k ̸= i] exp (sim(zi, zk)/τ)

=

−sim(zi, zj)/τ + log
� 2N�

k=1
1[k ̸= i] exp (sim(zi, zk)/τ)

�

The function sim is a similarity metric, and the hyperparameter τ is called temperature,
determining how peaked the distribution is. Since the cosine similarity metrics is bounded,
the temperature parameter allows us to balance the influence of many dissimilar image
patches versus one similar patch. The similarity metric that is used in SimCLR is cosine
similarity, as defined below:

sim(zi, zj) = zT
i · zj

||zi|| · ||zj ||

The maximum cosine similarity possible is 1, while the minimum is -1. In general, the
features of two different images converge to a cosine similarity around zero.

ResNet18 and ResNet50 as a base CNNs

The baseline for all experiment results of contrastive learning is, in the beginning, a
fully supervised ResNet18, and later a ResNet50 classification of a subset of the HC2022
dataset. The networks are trained from scratch at first on the herbarium subset 200
4.1.3 and carex 4.1.4 datasets, and in later experiments trained on top of the pretrained
ImangeNet[18] weights, in order to compare them to their respective SimCLR counterpart
architectures (SimCLR experiments were also first ran without the pretrained weights
and later with, to document the performance increase). For details on the experiments
and the training, please refer to the 4.2.1 Subsection of the results section.

The key characteristic of the ResNet architecture compared to earlier architectures is
the introduction of residual blocks. It is stated in[6] “ResNet18 is a 72-layer architecture
with 18 deep layers. The architecture of this network aimed at enabling large amounts of
convolutional layers to function efficiently. However, the addition of multiple deep layers
to a network often results in a degradation of the output. This is known as the problem of
vanishing gradient where neural networks, while getting trained through back propagation,
rely on the gradient descent, descending the loss function to find the minimizing weights.
Due to the presence of multiple layers, the repeated multiplication results in the gradient
becoming smaller and smaller thereby “vanishing” leading to a saturation in the network
performance or even degrading the performance. The introduction of residual blocks
overcomes the problem of vanishing gradient by implementation of skip connections and
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3. Methodology

identity mapping. Identity mapping has no parameters and maps the input to the output,
thereby allowing the compression of the network, at first, and then exploring multiple
features of the input.”. Residual connections are also a form of regularization (smoothing
the error surface).

Visualisation of the ResNet50 architecture, alongside a residual block can be seen in 3.4.

Figure 3.4: ResNet50 Architecture, Figure credit[1]

Logistic regression

After training our model via contrastive learning, it was deployed on a downstream task
of plant type classification in order to assess its performance. A common evaluation
setup, which also tests the model’s ability to learn generalized representations, involves
applying logistic regression[16] to the features. In essence, a single linear layer was
trained that maps the representations to class predictions. Since the base network f(·)
remains unchanged during the training process, the model’s performance relies on the
representations h encapsulating all features necessary for the task. Moreover, overfitting
is mitigated, as the model has few trained parameters. Therefore, the anticipation is for
the model to perform well even with minimal data.

Logistic regression[16] is a statistical method used for binary classification, predicting
the probability of an instance belonging to a particular class. The logistic function, also
known as the sigmoid function, transforms a linear combination of input features into a
probability score between 0 and 1. The probability P (y = 1) for class 1 is modeled as:
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3.1. Contrastive Learning

P (y = 1) = 1
1 + e−(b0+b1x1+b2x2+...+bnxn)

Here, b0 is the bias term, bi are the coefficients for the input features xi, and e is the
base of the natural logarithm. The log-odds (logit) of the probability is then:

logit(P ) = ln


P

1 − P


= b0 + b1x1 + b2x2 + . . . + bnxn

The model is trained by adjusting the coefficients to maximize the likelihood of the
observed class labels in the training data, typically using an optimization algorithm like
gradient descent. The decision boundary is determined by the values of the coefficients,
separating instances into the two classes based on the calculated probability.

Support Vector Machines

Support Vector Machine (SVM)[15] is a supervised machine learning algorithm that
is used in classification and regression problems. SVM tries to find a hyperplane that
maximizes the separation between a two-class data set of 2-dimensional space points.
The objective is to find a hyperplane that maximizes the separation of the data points
to their potential classes in an n-dimensional space. SVM also chooses the hyperplane
that separates the data points which has the largest possible margin between the classes.
If the data is not linearly separable SVM employs the kernel trick, transforming the
data points into a higher dimensional space, depending on the selected kernel function,
where a linear separation is possible. The data points with the minimum distance to the
hyperplane are called Support Vectors. Only these points have an impact on the final
decision boundary.

The computations of data point separation depend on a kernel function. There are
different kernel functions: Linear, Polynomial, Gaussian, Radial Basis Function (RBF),
and Sigmoid. These functions determine the smoothness and efficiency of class separation.
Both RBF and Polynomial Kernels are used in this implementation.

The basic SVM doesn’t support multiclass classification. It supports binary classification
and separating data points into two classes[15]. The approach used in the thesis is called
a "One-to-One" approach. The idea is to map data points to high dimensional space to
gain mutual linear separation between every two classes. This "One-to-One" approach
breaks down the multiclass problem into multiple binary classification problems. A binary
classifier per each pair of classes. In the "One-to-One" approach, the classifier can use
m(m−1)

2 SVMs.

K-Nearest Neigbours (KNN)

The k-Nearest Neighbors (KNN) algorithm is a supervised learning method used for
classification, in the thesis the method works with the image embedding created by
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3. Methodology

the contrastive learning model (512, 2048 dimensional vectors). Euclidean distance is
computed between the vectors and used to create a list of nearest neighbors to each
vector, after embedding. After that the label or value of a new data point is predicted
based on the labels or values of its k closest neighbors in the training set[21].

3.1.4 Segmentation Model for Plants

A YOLOv8[30] segmentation model was trained and utilized to extract only the part
of the herbarium image that contains the plant, and another YOLOv8 detection model
that detects the rectangular area which contains the plant. Two models are trained
in case the model that segments has a lower bounding box detection accuracy than a
model that only detects a plant bounding box. In this case to create the dataset that
uses the original image background only the detection model is to be used, and for the
dataset that replaces the plant background with white colour the segmentation dataset
is to be used. This was done in order to reduce the possibility of errors in plant species
classification due to the color charts or other visual elements present in the herbarium
specimens, other than the plant itself. In the Section 4.1 of the thesis a comparison is
shown between a model trained for plant species classification on the specimens that
have been segmented from the original image and a model that has been trained on the
original images, as well as a model that has been trained on image crops that contain only
the plant with its original background. First, a subset of the dataset was selected, and
hand annotation was performed on it using the Segment Anything model from META
AI[31]. The parts of the herbarium specimen image that contain the pressed and dried
plant were selected and labeled to create the dataset. After this a dataset was created
and split into proportions of 70% for training, 20% for validation, and the remaining 10%
for testing. After that a YOLOv8[30] segmentation model was trained on the dataset.
The results of the training, and the subsequent species classification experiments can be
found in the final part of the Section 4.1 of the Results.

3.2 Text Recognition

Not all the information is present on all of the labels. The Genus Name and the Species
name are present in all of the specimen images in the dataset provided by the NHMW,
as described in the datasets Subsection of the results section. Additional data that might
be present is the place where the specimen was collected, the name of the person who
made the entry, and the date when the herbarium entry was collected. The recognition
of the printed and the handwritten label content is evaluated based on state-of-the-art
HTR solution, and evaluated on a part of the NHMW herbarium dataset. This is done
to show the applicability of text recognition to this type of herbarium specimen analysis.
The error rates are calculated based on the recognized text from the plant specimen
image labels and the ground truths for the specimens, made available by the NHMW.
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3.2. Text Recognition

3.2.1 Handwritten Text Recognition (HTR)
The emphasis of the HTR is the evaluation of a fully pretrained out-of-the-box approach,
Google Vision API, to show the applicability to the herbarium specimen data, more
specifically the retrieval of relevant textual information from the specimen images. The
solution developed used the Google Vision API. The images were sent to the google vision
cloud and the return values were detected text and the regions that hold the text[23],
example result can be seen in Figure 3.5.

Figure 3.5: Showing an example handwritten label text recognition result from the Goolge
Vision Cloud

3.2.2 Optical Character Recognition (OCR)
The Tesseract[35] engine, version 5.3.1, was used for the OCR. The engine supports
English and German characters and the out-of-the-box model solution has been used. The
used model is the one with LSTM (Long Short Term Memory) layers, for improved word
error rate. In order to improve the results of the OCR recognition, and to reduce the noise
in the images, the following image preprocessing has been applied: deskewing, grayscaling,
noise removal, thresholding, erosion, dilatation and canny filtering. The results were
evaluated with and without image preprocessing, the best performing preprocesing
methods are selected for the final evaluation that can be found in the results section of
the thesis.
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CHAPTER 4
Results

The evaluation of the results is split into two different sections. The first section addresses
the classification performance of contrastive learning models through linear probing, fine-
turning and KNN on the Herbarium 2022[28] dataset. It also assesses the segmentation
model for the segmentation of the dried and pressed plant part of the image from the
specimens. The species classification performance is also measured on the dataset, created
by the aforementioned segmentation model, that only contains the plant parts of the
herbarium specimens (evaluating its influence on species classification). The section
describes the experiments performed using the ResNet18 and ResNet50 networks, gives
the comparison of the fully supervised CNN performance to the contrastive learning
models, provides the comparison of the results using different augmentations and training
hyperparameters, and finally shows the best performing model classification scores on
the family, genus and species level of classification.

The second part addresses the recognition of the printed and the handwritten label
content, and shows the performance of OCR and HTR solutions, evaluated on the
NHMW herbarium dataset. The error rates are calculated based on the recognized text
from the plant specimen image labels and the ground truths for the specimens, made
available by the NHMW. All of the datasets used for the experiments are described in
the first Subsection of the results.

4.1 Datasets
This section describes all of the datasets used for the experiments of the thesis. There are
two main datasets used. The first one consists of 1103 images provided by the NHMW,
with their corresponding metadata. The second dataset is the Herbarium Challenge
2022 dataset[28] provided by the New York Botanical Garden. The second dataset was
split into two subsets for some of the experiments, both are described in their respective
sections.
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4. Results

4.1.1 NHMW dataset

The NHMW has provided an API that holds the ground truth data for some of the
specimens in the collection.

Figure 4.1: Specimen from the NHMW dataset, handwritten label highlighted in yellow

1103 images were provided by the NHMW, with the metadata information for 1078 of
them made available, this metadata was retrieved using the API provided by the NHMW.
The image resolution is: 10000 x 6660, which makes the file sizes large (10.6GB for 1103
images), this is why we only use this dataset subset, and use other, smaller image size
datasets (defined in the next Subsections) for the deep learning experiments. The ground
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4.1. Datasets

truth and the target class label was also not available for some of the 1103 specimens,
making a semi-supervised approach to create a model that does not require target class
labels favorable. Creating these ground truths and target class labels also requires large
amounts of work and effort from the botanists[5].

Figure 4.2: Showing an example of printed information on the label, excerpt from the
NHMW dataset

The provided metadata information can be seen in Table 4.1.

This dataset was used for the evaluation of the OCR and HTR solutions primarily, and
for the visualisation application 6 that was developed for the botanical researchers.

4.1.2 Herbarium 2022 challenge dataset[28]
The Herbarium 2022 - FGVC9[28] dataset contains 15,501 species of vascular plants
from North America, which constitute more than 90% of the taxa documented in North
America, collected across 60 different botanical institutions worldwide. It is a part of a
project of the New York Botanical Garden funded by the National Science Foundation
to build tools to identify novel plant species around the world. The distribution of class
labels across the 1.05M images is long-tailed[28], the distribution of class labels of the
training set can be seen in Figure 4.4. There are a minimum of 7 samples per taxa and
a maximum of 100 samples per taxa. The maximum number of samples per species in
the training set (distribution of quantity shown in Figure 4.4) is 80, others belong to
the testing set and the labels of the testing set are not available. Training and test set
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Table 4.1: Showing an example specimen metadata from the NHMW dataset, "specificEp-
ithet" holds the plant species name. Family and genus of the plant hold the information
relevant to classification as well. The information about the creator and the country of
origin of the specimen are also relevant to the botanical researchers. The searchterm
field holds the unique name of the file through which the specimen ground truth can be
retrieved.

Field Value
searchterm W19720010868.jp2
title Anemia phyllitidis (L.) Sw.
description A PreservedSpecimen of Anemia phyllitidis (L.) Sw.

collected by REFLORA provisional entry
creator REFLORA provisional entry
type PreservedSpecimen
materialSampleID https://w.jacq.org/W19720010868
basisOfRecord PreservedSpecimen
collectionCode W
catalogNumber 1972-0010868
scientificName Anemia phyllitidis (L.) Sw.
family Schizaeaceae
genus Anemia
specificEpithet phyllitidis
country Brazil
countryCode BRA
recordedBy REFLORA provisional entry
specimenID 545036
epithet phyllitidis
collectorTeam REFLORA provisional entry
OwnerOrganizationAbbrev W
OwnerLogoURI http://www.nhm-wien.ac.at/jart/prj3/nhm/resources/

images/logo.png
LicenseURI https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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4.1. Datasets

Figure 4.3: Showing an example of handwritten information on the label, excerpt from
the NHMW dataset

ratio is approximately 80%/20% - 839772/210407. The labels of the testing set are not
available.

Figure 4.4: Showing the distribution of Herbarium2022 dataset class labels (plant species)
by quantity[28], 15501 species in total

In addition to class labels, additional meta-data is available for the family, genus and
species. The family and genus level hierarchy has a unique name. There are 272 families
and 2564 genera in the Herbarium-2022 dataset. This dataset is skewed at all three levels

25



4. Results

and has a long-tailed distribution.

The training and test sets contain images of herbarium specimens from 15,501 species
of plants. Each image contains exactly one specimen. The text labels on the specimen
images have been blurred to remove category information in the image. An example of
an image from the dataset can be seen in Figure 4.5.

Figure 4.5: Example image from the Herbarium 2022 challenge dataset[28]

The data was approximately split into 80% of the images as the training set and 20% of
the images as the testing set. Each category has at least 1 instance in both the training
and test datasets. The test set distribution is slightly different from the training set
distribution, as mentioned in the documentation, however the labels of the testing set
are not available due to the competition guidelines. The training set has a number of
examples representing species capped at a maximum of 80.

A hierarchical taxonomic structure of category_id representing the plant species is also
included in the dataset. The categories in the training_metadata.json contain three levels
of hierarchical structure, from the highest rank to the lowest rank, namely, family, genus
and species. One can think about this as a directed graph, where families are at depth
one, genera at depth two, and the species are at depth three. The number of images and
classes is summarized as follows:

- Train images: 839772 - Test images : 210407

- Number of classes: 15501 - Image resolution: 1000 x 666
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4.1.3 Herbarium 2022 200 biggest categories dataset subset

200 classes of plant species that are the most represented ones within the Herbarium
2022 challenge dataset[28] have been selected as a subset of the full dataset. These 200
classes equate to 15974 images, with their labels. This subset of the dataset was then
split: 80% of the images as the training set and 20% of the images as the testing set.
All images are from the testing set of the Herbarium 2022 challenge dataset[28]. This
dataset was used to test the species classification accuracy of the initial models.

4.1.4 Herbarium 2022 Carex genus dataset subset

The images selected for this dataset were selected, on purpose, to represent the hardest
possible classification task for the model: all images are from the same genus, and the
goal is to classify them accurately into their correct species. The genus selected from the
Herbarium 2022[28] dataset was the one that had the most images (and subsequently
different species) associated with it.

The genus selected was Carex, and the number of different species within this genus was
438. The total number of images used in the experiment was: 24743. The images were
shuffled at random (same for each experiment).

The dataset split for the Contrastive Learning was: 90% training, 10% validation.

The dataset split used for the logistic regression was: 80% training, 20% testing.

4.1.5 Plant segmentation model dataset

200 images from the Herbarium 2022 dataset were selected, at random, and comprised into
a smaller dataset. This dataset is the smallest of the HC 2022 subset datasets, developed
to meet the need for manual annotations critical for training a plant segmentation model.
Due to the extensive size of other subsets, which precludes feasible hand annotation, this
dataset was specifically tailored to support high-quality labeled data for model training
through manual segmentation annotations. After that, the areas of these images that
contain plants were labeled, by hand, using the Segment Anything model[31] tool, to
create annotations for the dataset.

The 200 images were passed through augmentation filters in order to increase the number
of samples in the dataset. The filters that were applied: horizontal flip, vertical flip,
grayscale (applied to 15% of images), hue (between -15° and +15°), saturation (between
-25% and +25%), brightness (between -15% and +15%), exposure (between -10% and
+ 10%), noise (up to 1.8% of pixels). In total the number of the images in the dataset,
including the augmented versions, is 600. The dataset was published and can be accessed
at[32].
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Figure 4.6: Examples from the dataset subset, hand annotated using Segment Anything
Model[31]

4.2 Quantitative evaluation of family, genus and species
classification

The results of the contrastive learning are the images embedded into a 512, 1024 and 2048
(depending on the CNN model - ResNet18, ResNet50) dimensional vectors that are used to
find semantic similarities between the plant species. For the task of species classification,
the weights learned in the process of contrastive learning are used to create the embeddings
that are used for classification by performing logistic regression over the latent space.
The model’s evaluation involved comparing species predictions from logistic regression,
KNN, and end-to-end fine-tuning of SimCLR model embeddings against true labels to
calculate classification accuracy and error rate. This combination of methods provided a
comprehensive measure of the embeddings’ effectiveness in differentiating species and
assessing the model’s overall classification performance. The model is evaluated on the
Herbarium 2022 dataset[28] and its subsets described in section 4.1.

4.2.1 Fully supervised CNN experiments as baseline

The fully supervised CNN experiments, described in this section, use CNNs, in a fully
supervised setting, for the problem of plant species classification. These experiments
serve as a baseline to evaluate the effectiveness of the contrastive learning approach. The
experiments use datasets described in section 4.1.

This is done because contrastive learning works on top of embeddings created by a
convolutional neural network (CNN), as explained in section 3.1, so we can compare the
added value of contrastive learning instead of using only a CNN (ResNet18, ResNet50)
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in a fully supervised setting, trained from scratch in the first experiments and using
ImageNet weights in the later experiments.

ResNet18 for the 200 biggest categories dataset

A subset of the dataset was selected, as described in Section 4.1.3, for the experiment,
in order to compare the fully supervised classification to the contrastive learning model.
These 200 classes equate to 15974 images, all labeled.

The images were resized from the original size (1000x666) into 224x224 pixels (standard
input size for the ResNet18 network), and a random grayscale operator was applied
with a coefficient of 0.2 (performed on 20% of the training samples,). The application
of a random grayscale operator introduces variations in the color space of the images,
simulating real-world scenarios where lighting or color conditions may vary. This helps
prevent overfitting by encouraging the model to learn more robust and generalized
features, rather than relying on specific color cues (camera cues). For further details,
refer to "Deep Learning" by Ian Goodfellow et al.[22], specifically the sections discussing
data augmentation and robustness enhancement. Batch size was 128. This resizing is a
clear disadvantage, since fine-grained details of plants are crucial in species classification.
This is a weak point of the comparison and is addressed in later experiments, shown in
Subsection 4.2.1.

This subset of the dataset was then split into 80% of the images as the training set and
20% of the images as the testing set. The training of the network was run in 100 and
200 epochs, the network was trained from scratch. The training curve for the accuracy
of the model can be seen in Figure 4.7, the curve shows the training and the testing
set accuracy, training was performed until convergence in all experiments. All of the
fully supervised ResNet experiments use the following hyperparameters: learning rate set
to 1e-3, weight decay to 2e-4, batch size to 128, and a 80%-20% training/testing split,
following the original SimCLR paper[7]. Results can be seen in the Table 4.2.

Epoch number Test set accuracy
100 epochs 0.763
200 epochs 0.740

Table 4.2: Inital model accuracy scores on the most represented subset 200 dataset,
performance is worse than SimCLR + LogReg

ResNet18 for the Carex genus

An experiment was run on the 438 species of the Carex genus, as described in the Section
4.1.4, using the ResNet18 convolutional neural network in a fully supervised setting. 100
epochs of full supervised training were run. The images were resized from the original
size (1000x666) into 224x224 pixels (standard input for the ResNet18 network), and a
random grayscale operator was applied with a coefficient of 0.2. Batch size was 128. This
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Figure 4.7: ResNet18 learning curve on the 200 categories dataset (drops in the learning
curve correspond to the error on the test set, as the accuracy was logged after each loss
calculation)

subset of the dataset was then split: 90% of the images as the training set and 10% of
the images as the testing set. All of the fully supervised ResNet experiments use the
following hyperparameters: learning rate set to 1e-3, weight decay to 2e-4, batch size to
128, and a 80%-20% training/testing split.

The results can be seen in the Table 4.3.

Baseline ResNet50 with ImageNet[18] pretrained weights for the Carex genus

An experiment was run on the 438 species of the Carex genus, using the ResNet50
convolutional neural network in a fully supervised setting with ImageNet pretrained
weights as initialization. 200 epochs of full supervised training were run. The images
were resized from the original size (1000x666) into 224x224 pixels (standard input for
the ResNet18 network), and a random grayscale operator was applied with a coefficient
of 0.2. Batch size was 128.

This subset of the dataset was then split: 90% of the images as the training set and 10%
of the images as the testing set. All of the fully supervised ResNet experiments use the
following hyperparameters: learning rate set to 1e-3, weight decay to 2e-4, batch size to
128, and a 80%-20% training/testing split. The results can be seen in the Table 4.3.
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Experiments with random crop selection

The images in the previously described fully supervised CNN experiments were resized
into 224x224 pixels, and this resizing is a clear disadvantage, since fine-grained details
of plants are crucial in species classification. This is a weak point of the comparison
and is addressed in this experiment. The Carex dataset was used for the experiment
4.1.4. All of the parameters for the experiment are the same as in the previous ResNet50
experiment 4.2.1, except that instead of resizing the input images into 224x224 pixels, a
random crop of the input image was selected (same as in contrastive learning, but only
one crop) of 330x330 pixels, at 20% and the network was trained on these crops. Also
1000 epochs were run, instead of the usual 100 as the network failed to converge in less
epochs. The results can be seen in Table 4.3, and the network is 2.3% more accurate
than the network in the experiments where the resizing was done.

Experiment Model Test accuracy Train accuracy
Full image input ResNet18 scratch 0.271 1,0
Full image input ResNet50 w ImageNet 0.483 1.0

Random crop inputs ResNet50 w ImageNet 0.506 0.976

Table 4.3: Carex dataset experiment results

4.2.2 Evaluation of SimCLR models using logistic regression
The SimCLR model was trained first on all of the images of the Herbarium 2022 dataset[28]
(train + test), using no target class label information, since the model does not require
target class labels, all of the available data can be used in a fair setting (for the SimCLR
training, not the linear probing that was done after). This model training was then
frozen and used to embed the images of a dataset subset, for the subsequent classification
(classified using logistic regression over the vector embeddings), to determine the accuracy
of the model. Multiple experiments were run to gauge the initial model accuracy, three of
which are described in the following Subsection. Each experiment used a different model,
trained with different image augmentations as described in Table 4.4. The final model
was trained on more than 2 image augmentations per image (for the less represented
classes in the dataset).

All of the SimCLR experiments use following hyperparameters, chosen in accordance
with the original SimCLR paper[7]: learning rate is 5e-4, temperature set to 0.07, and
weight decay is 1e-4, following the initial paper [7].

Linear probing (logistic regression) experiment

In the classification experiments 200 classes of plant species were chosen, as described
in Subsection 4.1.3. These 200 classes equate to 15974 images, with their labels. The
images were embedded using the contrastive learning model. The embeddings are 512
dimensional vectors, representing their respective image features. A multi class logistic
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regression model was trained over these embeddings using their target class labels. Adam
optimizer was utilized with cross-entropy loss for the training of the logistic regression.
All of the logistic regression experiments use the following hyperparameters: learning
rate set to 1e-3, weight decay to 1e-3 and the batch size to 64. In the augmentations,
first a crop percentage is taken (e.g. 15%), then the crop is resized to desired resolution
(e.g. 192x192 pixels).

Experiment results

Model name Crop resolution Crop percentage
Model-96-15 96x96 pixels 15% image crop, as in Fig. 4.8
Model-192-35 192x192 pixels 35% image crop, as in Fig. 4.9
Model-192-20 192x192 pixels 20% image crop, as in Fig. 4.10

Table 4.4: SimCLR embedding models augmentation parameters

The resolution in models Model-192-35 and Model-192-20 is the same in order to test
whether a higher crop percentage affects the model accuracy positively (20% vs 35%).

Figure 4.8: Model-96-15: image augmentations at 15% and 96x96 pixels

3000 epochs were run for each logistic regression training (linear probing) and 300 for
SimCLR training. The training curve for the accuracy of the logistic regression can be
seen in Figure 4.11, the curve shows the training and the testing set accuracy, training
was performed until convergence in all experiments. Accuracy scores can be seen in the
Table 4.5. The best performing model is the one with the highest resolution and 20%
crop percentage (Model-192-20).

4.2.3 Full HC2022 dataset, section 4.1.2, species classification
experiment

A linear probing experiment for species classification over the entire dataset was per-
formed. The best performing model (Model-192-20) out of the initial models was used to
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Figure 4.9: Model-192-35 image augmentations at 35% and 192x192 pixels

Figure 4.10: Model-192-20 image augmentations at 20% and 192x192 pixels

Model name Test set accuracy Train set accuracy
Model-96-15 0.725 0.887
Model-192-35 0.840 0.951
Model-192-20 0.878 1.000

Table 4.5: Initial model accuracy scores on the most represented subset 200 dataset

perform the classification on the full dataset. All of the parameters for the experiment
are exactly the same as the Model-192-20 experiment in the previous section, including
the augmentations, the logistic regression and the batch sizes. The logistic regression
was trained on the 839772 images of the Herbarium 2022 dataset, split 90/10 for train-
ing/testing purposes. The model was then used for inference on the 210407 images of
the testing set and evaluated on the Kaggle website of the Herbarium 2022 challenge[28].

The accuracy dropped significantly from the initial subset 200 categories dataset experi-
ment accuracy. The species with the most wrong predictions were looked at individually,
as shown in Section 4.2.4.
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Figure 4.11: ResNet18 learning curve on the 200 categories dataset (drops in the learning
curve correspond to the error on the test set)

Model Name Train Set Accuracy Test Set Accuracy
Model-192-20 92.27% 52.49%

Table 4.6: Accuracy scores for Model-192-20 on training and test sets at the species level

A full gridsweep of the contrastive learning parameters was done, as described in Section
4.2.6.

4.2.4 Analysis of results based on Hierarchical Plant categorisation
An example of wrong prediction can be seen in Figures 4.12, 4.13, 4.14 and 4.15.

Figure 4.12: Plant for prediction: Orobanchaceae Castilleja integra
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Figure 4.13: Wrong prediction 1: Orobanchaceae Castilleja sessiliflora

Figure 4.14: Wrong prediction 2: Orobanchaceae Castilleja lindheimeri

To understand the errors, it is essential to first grasp the hierarchical categorization of
plants. The classification system is organized as follows:

Plant Family: The highest level of categorization. Plant Genus: A subcategory within
the Family. Plant Species: The most specific level within the Genus. This hierarchy is
illustrated in Figure 4.16.

Errors in classification can be summarized into three main categories:

• Incorrect Family: This includes errors where both the Genus and Species are also
incorrect.

• Correct Family, Incorrect Genus: In this case, the Family is correctly identified,
but the Genus and Species are incorrect.

• Correct Family and Genus, Incorrect Species: Here, both the Family and Genus are
correctly identified, but the Species is incorrect. Examples of this type of error are
shown in Figures 4.12, 4.13, 4.14 and 4.15. Further interpretation of these errors is
done in the Section 4.2.5 in the following text.
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Figure 4.15: Wrong prediction 3: Orobanchaceae Castilleja lutescens

After looking into the results, three different metrics were calculated to gauge the quality
of the model. The plants are divided in a hierarchical structure from top to bottom:
Family level, Genus level, Species level. The accuracy on each level was calculated and
can be seen in Figure 4.16.

Figure 4.16: Results of Classification on Family, Genus and Species level

4.2.5 Interpretation of the classification results

The mean sample size of species categories in the training set that were correctly classified
across all instances was 51.45 images per species. In contrast, the mean sample size of
species categories that were misclassified at least once was significantly smaller, averaging
22.29 images per species category. This suggests that more variety and more examples
of a species in the training set directly correlates with the model accuracy in species
classification. Moreover, the higher accuracy of the Family and Genus level classification,
and the lower accuracy of the species level classification highlights the main limitation of
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the task of plant species classification: the differences between some plants on a species
level are extremely detailed and making the species boundary is a difficult problem, even
for expert botanists (highlighting the importance of plant species types, described in the
introductory section of this thesis)[38], these boundaries are often disagreed upon, and
some plants can fall into multiple species categories, in some herbariums, these unresolved
or debated taxonomies can result in multiple labels being applied until further research
clarifies species boundaries[24]. This also highlights the main advantage of the models
that use cropping techniques as they preserve more detailed information compared to
using and resizing the entire herbarium specimen image like in the case of fully supervised
CNN models that do not use crops.

4.2.6 Gridsweep of image augmentation parameters using SimCLR
and Logistic Regression

A gridsweep of the image augmentation parameters used by the contrastive learning
model was done, more specifically the resolution and the percentage of the image crops
that are considered as a positive pair in the training.

The parameter grid search involved the same two main steps for each parameter pair: the
SimCLR training and the logistic regression. The parameters varied during this process
included the image crop percentage (starting at 15%) and the image crop resolution
(starting at 92x92 pixels).

Due to the computational expense, we used a subset of the dataset for this task, as
processing the entire dataset would have been too time-consuming.

The subset of the dataset that used was selected on purpose to represent the hardest
possible classification task: all images are from the same Genus, and the goal is to classify
them accurately into the correct Species.

The genus selected was Carex, as it is the Genus with the greatest number of distinct
species, and we are only looking at the species level classification, as discussed in the
results interpretation Subsection 4.2.5. The number of Species within this Genus was
438. The total number of images used in the experiment was 24743. The images were
shuffled at random (same random seed, set to 42, for each experiment). The dataset
is described in section 4.1.4. The dataset split for the Contrastive Learning was 90%
training, 10% validation. 100 epochs were run. The batch size for the SimCLR training
was 128. The embedding size for the SimCLR output was 512, and the hidden dimension
of the projection head was 512 input dimensions and 128 output dimensions, the base
network used was ResNet18 with no pretrained weights. The dataset split for the logistic
regression was 90% training and 10% testing. 500 epochs were run, the network weights
were frozen after the SimCLR training. The batch size for logistic regression was 64.
All of the other hyperparameters (learning rate, weight decay and temperature) are the
same as in the initial experiments 4.2.2. The crop percentage and resolution range for
the experiment can be seen in Figure 4.17.
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The results of the gridsweep can be seen in Figures 4.17 and 4.18.

Figure 4.17: Results of Classification Carex, 438 categories, Train set

Figure 4.18: Results of Classification Carex, 438 categories, Test set

The best results were given by the 336x336 pixel model at 20% crop.

Accuracy (Species level): 35.01%

4.2.7 ResNet50 as a base for SimCLR training
A larger model was used as the base of the contrastive learning in the experiments.
ResNet50 was selected, instead of the ResNet18 used so far and described in Section
4.2.3. The training and the testing of the model was one on the Carex dataset, described
in Section 4.1.4. SimCLR training was run and logistic regression on top of it to evaluate
the quality of the model. The final layer of the ResNet50 network produces embeddings
of 2048 dimensions, instead of the 512 produces by ResNet18. The size of the hidden
layer of the projection head (of SimCLR) was set to 512 input and 128 output dimensions
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4.2. Quantitative evaluation of family, genus and species classification

at first (same as for ResNet18), however this was changed in further experiments, and is
documented in following sections. The dataset split for the Contrastive Learning was 90%
training, 10% validation. 100 epochs were run. The batch size for the SimCLR training
was 128 (maximum possible due to memory limits of the Vienna Scientific Cluster A100
node). The crop percentage and resolution for the experiment were set to 320x320 pixels
at 20% crop, following the gridsweep results described in Section 4.18, and considering the
memory limitations of the infrastructure. The dataset split for the logistic regression was
90% training and 10% testing. 500 epochs were run. The batch size for logistic regression
was 64. All of the other hyperparameters (learning rate, weight decay and temperature)
were set to the same values as in the initial experiments 4.2.2. The experiment results
on the Carex dataset can be seen in Table 4.7. An experiment was run, following the
same training end evaluation procedure, but using the ImageNet[18] pretrained weights
to create the initial embeddings for contrastive learning. The results were superior to the
initial model, and can be seen in Table 4.7. Increasing the hidden dimension size, of the
projection head to 256 (double than so far), and the first layer of the projection head to
1024 (4*hidden_dimension) improved the results further as seen in Table 4.7.

Base network setup Test set accuracy Train set accuracy
ResNet50 0.355 0.863

ResNet50 + ImageNet init 0.474 0.949
ResNet50 + ImageNet init
+ 2 x hidden_layer 0.545 0.99

Table 4.7: ResNet50 experiment results

4.2.8 SimCLR with ResNet50 with ImageNet pretrained weights base
model on the full dataset

A model was trained on the full Herbarium Challenge 2022 dataset, described in Section
4.1.2. It was a SimCLR model, with a ResNet50 model as a base, trained on top of the
ImageNet pretrained weights, with the hidden dimension of the projection head set to
256 (1024 input size).

The crop size was 20% at 224x224 pixels (due to performance on such a large dataset,
the crop size resolution had to be lowered than in the Carex experiments, to run more
epochs on a bigger batch size). The batch size for the experiment was 192 (maximum
possible for the hardware used). 100 epochs of SimCLR training were run and 300 epochs
of logistic regression on top of the model. The SimCLR training dataset split was 90%
training data and 10% validation data. For the logistic regression the split was 90%
training data and 10% testing data.

The final test set accuracy on the species level was 0.651, and the results of the species,
genus and family level classification accuracy can be seen in Figure 4.19.
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Figure 4.19: Results of Classification on Family, Genus and Species level

4.2.9 Fine-tuning the SimCLR model
Another approach was tested, other than the logistic regression, for the species classifica-
tion problem, namely end-to-end baseline network fine-tuning. Fine-tuning consists of
two parts, first the initial SimCLR training is done in the same self-supervised way as it
was done in the experiments described in the previous sections. After that the weights
from the base model are copied into another ResNet50 CNN, and a fully connected layer
is added on top of them. After copying the weights, the network is trained in a fully
supervised end-to-end setting on a dataset, the Carex dataset in this case 4.1.4, as a
plant species classifier.

End-to-end fine-tuning experiment setup

The experiments differ in the way that the SimCLR training is performed (the first part
of the training), however all of the experiments use exactly the same setup for end-to-end
fine-tuning (the second part): the Carex dataset is split into 90% training and 10%
testing set for the fine-tuning, 100 epochs of training are run on the baseline CNN (after
SimCLR training), the images are all passed without augmentation 1000x666 pixels to
the network (same as in every logistic regression experiment) the hyperparameters were
the following: batch size 32, learning rate 1e-3, weight decay 2e-4, 100 epochs were run.

Experiment differences

Four experiments were run:

• In the first experiment the Carex genus dataset for SimCLR training was split
90% training and 10% validation. The ResNet50 network loaded with ImageNet
pretrained weights was set as the base network. The SimCLR training was done
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with 20% image crop at 224x224 pixel resolution , the batch size was set to 192
(due to memory limits), and used only the Carex dataset, section 4.1.4. All other
parameters were the same as in the initial experiment 4.2.2. The hidden layer of
the projection head was set to 256, with the first layer at 4*256 (same as in other
ResNet50 experiments). Training was run for 100 epochs. After the training the
weights were copied into a new ResNet50 network with a final fully connected layer
of 438 output dimensions (number of species in the Carex genus dataset), and 2048
input dimensions (embedding output size of the ResNet50 network). The results
can be seen in the Table 4.8 (Experiment 1).

• In the second experiment all of the training parameters and hyperparameters and
the architecture setup were the same. The only difference was that the SimCLR
network that the weights were copied from was trained on the full Herbarium 2022
dataset 4.1.2, the same as in the full classification experiment 4.2.8. The fine-tuning
was still done only on the Carex dataset. The results can be seen in the Table 4.8
(Experiment 2).

• In the third experiment the hidden layer of the projection head of the SimCLR
training was increased to 512 dimensions input and 2048 (4*512) dimensions output.
The SimCLR training was done on the Carex subset dataset 4.1.4. All other
parameters are the same as in the second experiment. The results can be seen in
the Table 4.8 (Experiment 3).

• In the fourth experiment the crop size of the contrastive learning model was set to
320x320 at 20% crop - following the best result of the gridsweep experiment 4.2.6,
but the number of epochs the model as able to run was 25, significantly less (than
the previous model - 100) because of a 128 batch size (maximum due to memory
limits). The SimCLR model was trained on the full dataset and the fine-tuning was
applied only to the Carex dataset. The model performed worse than the 224x224
one, and the results can be seen in the Table 4.8 (Experiment 4).

Exp. nr. Crop SimCLR dataset hidden layer Test acc. Train acc.
1. 224x224 Carex 256 0.727 1.0
2. 224x224 HC2022 256 0.769 0.999
3. 224x224 Carex 512 0.712 1.0
4. 320x320 HC2022 256 0.750 1.0

Table 4.8: Fine-tuning on Carex dataset experiments results

The experimental results indicate that fine-tuning the model outperforms the application
of logistic regression as a classifier on its features. When trained exclusively on the
Carex dataset, fine-tuning achieves an accuracy of 0.727, compared to 0.545 obtained by
logistic regression. Similarly, when trained on the full HC2022 dataset and evaluated
solely on the Carex dataset, fine-tuning yields an accuracy of 0.769, whereas logistic
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regression achieves only 0.554. These findings highlight the effectiveness of fine-tuning in
leveraging the model’s representational capacity for improved classification performance.
The experiments also show that increasing the dimension of the hidden layer of the
projection head does not increase the model accuracy.

Full HC2022 dataset end-to-end fine-tuning experiment

In the experiment the HC2022 dataset for SimCLR training was split 90% training and
10% validation. The ResNet50 network loaded with ImageNet pretrained weights was set
as the base network. The SimCLR training was done with 20% image crop at 224x224
pixel resolution (following the results from the previous experiments), the batch size
was set to 192 (due to memory limits). All other parameters were the same as in the
initial experiment 4.2.2. The hidden layer of the projection head was set to 256, with the
first layer at 4*256 (same as in other ResNet50 experiments). Training of the SimCLR
was run for 100 epochs, maximum allowed running time on the VSC cluster (72 hours).
After the training the weights were copied into a new ResNet50 network with a final
fully connected layer of 15501 output dimensions (number of species in the HC2022
dataset), and 2048 input dimensions (embedding output size of the ResNet50 network).
The results of the classification accuracy on the family, genus and species levels can be
seen in the Figure 4.20. The end-to-end fine-tuning was run for 69 epochs, maximum
allowed running time on the VSC cluster (72 hours). The training set accuracy was 1.0.

Figure 4.20: End-to-end fine-tuned model classification results on Family, Genus and
Species level

4.2.10 Crop Selection based on segmentation
200 images from the Herbarium 2022 dataset were selected, and comprised into a 200
image dataset, as described in the datasets section (segmentation dataset 4.1.5). After
that, the areas of these images that contain plants were labeled, manually, using the
Segment Anything model[31] tool, to create annotations for the dataset.
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The dataset was split into a 70% training set, 20% validation set and a 10% test set. After
this, the dataset was used to train a YOLOv8[30] plant detection model and a YOLOv8
plant segmentation model. The results of the training can be seen in Figure 4.21, the
test set precision for the segmentation model mask was: 0.871, while the mAP@50 was:
0.895. The mAP@50 of the bounding box finding of the detection model was: 0.995,
while the precision was: 1.0. The example of the segmentation inference can be seen in
Figure 4.22. A segmentation example can be seen in the Figure 4.22.

Figure 4.21: YOLOv8 segmentation model confusion matrix

The segmentation model was then used on the 438 species of the Carex genus 4.1.4 to
create images that contain only the plant with a black background, and the detection
model was used to create a dataset of the same images that contains the original image
background but only the area of the plant. Experiments were done using either the entire
rectangle area of the image that contains the plant, and another run with just the area
of the plant with a black background around it. Thus two separate augmented datasets
were created from the "Carex" genus.

The experiments consisted of SimCLR model training and logistic regression classification
on top of it, and follow exactly the same hyperparameters and settings as their non-
segmented dataset counterparts, explained in Subsections 4.2.7 and 4.2.6. The initial
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Figure 4.22: YOLOv8 segmentation model result example

results suggest that the method is not outperforming the original method of taking full
images, the results can be seen in Table 4.9.

The segmented data showed no increase in the model accuracy. Initial results on the
segmented images, and their comparison to the model that uses non-segmented data can
be seen in Table 4.9.

Another experiment was conducted using a contrastive learning model that utilized
ImageNet[18] pretrained weights as the initial weights, with contrastive learning training
subsequently performed on top of these weights, as described in Section 4.2.7, as well
as the architecture with increased embedding size (from 512 to 1024). The results 4.10
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Figure 4.23: Entire rectangle area of the image that contains the plant

Figure 4.24: Only the area of the plant with a black background around it

Crop Type Test set accuracy Train set accuracy
Black background 0.329 0.765

Segmented, original background 0.344 0.703
Original images (not segmented) 0.355 0.863

Table 4.9: Segmented data accuracy scores on the Carex genus dataset, ResNet50 base
model

were superior to the initial models, but the segmented data showed not to increase the
performance of the model.Increasing the hidden dimension size to 1024 improved the
results further as seen in Table 4.11.

The segmented data again showed no increase in the model accuracy (0.544 vs 0.542 for
the non-segmented data).

4.2.11 Batch size experiments
In the original SimCLR paper [7] the authors used a batch size of 4096 for their experi-
ments. Due to the memory limitations of the VSC cluster that has been used for the
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Segmentation type Test set accuracy Train set accuracy
No segmentation 0.474 0.949

Original background 0.444 0.949
Black background 0.425 0.99

Table 4.10: ResNet50,ImageNet weights, 512 hidden dimension size

Segmentation type Test set accuracy Train set accuracy
No segmentation 0.544 0.99

Original background 0.542 0.99
Black background 0.484 0.99

Table 4.11: Carex classification accuracy, ResNet50 with ImageNet weights, 128 in 1024
out hidden dimension size.

experiments, the experiments in the thesis have a batch size of 192. In these experiments
the batch size was gradually increased to test the effect that the SimCLR training batch
size has on the quality of the models. All of the experiments follow exactly the structure
of the final ResNet50 experiment (the one using ResNet50 and ImageNet weights as a
base) 4.2.7, and use the Carex dataset 4.1.4 in exactly the same split as the gridsweep
experiments. The only difference being that we slowly increase batch size until the
memory of the computation node allows it. The results can be seen in Table 4.12

Batch size Crop size Test set accuracy Train set accuracy
256 192 x 192 (20%) 0.476 1.0
320 192 x 192 (20%) 0.480 0.998
256 224 x 224 (20%) 0.488 1.0
128 320 x 320 (20%) 0.545 1.0

Table 4.12: Batch size experiment results, Carex dataset

The experiments show that the increase in batch size affects the network accuracy,
however it does not affect the accuracy as much as crop size. Bigger crop size yields
better performance, and while it shows that a bigger batch size on the 320x320 crops
would provide more accuracy, the maximum batch size (128 - due to memory limitations)
yields the best model performance.

4.2.12 Other parameter fine-tuning

Removing the color augmentations decreased the performance as well. Changing grayscale,
hue and saturation augmentations from 0.5 decreased the performance as well. Changing
the brightness of the augmentations decreases the performance. Varying the augmentation
crop size in the experiments decreases the performance as well.
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4.2.13 Additional experiments
K-Nearest Neighbours

The best trained SimCLR model was loaded, as explained in section 4.2.8. The carex
dataset 4.1.4 (all specimens from the same genus) images were passed through the model
to create 2048 dimensional embeddings. KNN was run to find the 7 nearest neighbours
to each image. The results of the top 1 same species accuracy and the top 6 species
accuracy can be seen in Table 4.13.

Dataset Top 1 accuracy Top 6 accuracy
Carex 4.1.4 0.118 0.283

Table 4.13: KNN on top of SimCLR accuracy scores

Multiclass Support Vector Machine

In the experiment, 200 classes of plant types that are the most represented ones within the
Herbarium 2022 dataset have been selected, as shown in Section 4.1.3. The images were
embedded using the contrastive learning model. The embeddings are 512 dimensional
vectors, representing their respective image features. A multi-class SVM classifier was
run over these image embeddings, using two different kernels: a polynomial kernel, and
an RBF kernel.

The experiment results can be seen in the Table 4.14.

Kernel type Accuracy F1 score
Polynomial Kernel 0.639 0.663

RBF Kernel 0.181 0.163

Table 4.14: SVM experiment results on the biggest 200 categories dataset (see Section
4.1.3)

The RBF kernel overfit, and the Polynomial kernel has given a better result, however the
results show that the SVM produces a lower score than the logistic regression, so it was
decided that the further experiments focus on the logistic regression method.

4.3 Character Recognition Evaluation
The outputs of our text recognition solution (see Methodology) have been evaluated on
the dataset of herbarium specimen made available by the NHMW, shown in Subsection
4.1.1. All of the ground truth labels contain the plant genus, type and species, so only
that information is compared, as it is present in all of the specimen images. The results
of the HTR solution are compared with the OCR Tesseract engine for the printed labels,
to see if an HTR model is necessary as a better solution.
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4.3.1 OCR Results

OCR was done using the Tesseract engine. Some images have printed information, some
have handwritten information. An example of the printed information on the label can
be seen in the Figure 4.11. The full label of the plant described by the label in Figure
4.11 is "Aneimia phylitidis (L.) Sw.".

Figure 4.25: Example of printed information on the label

Ten images with printed information were selected by hand for the initial evaluation.
The ground truth information of the plant genus and species was searched for in the
recognized text. The full plant name was searched for first in the recognized text (full
term error rate).

Experiment description Accuracy
All words error rate 0.050

Full plant name accuracy 0.700

Table 4.15: OCR 10 selected images with printed information

1078 images were selected at random from the NHMW dataset for the secondary evalua-
tion, as detailed in Section 4.1.1.

Looking at them by hand, 344 (31.91%) of the images in this set have printed information
on them, the others have handwritten labels.
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Experiment description Accuracy
Shortened plant name accuracy (Genus + Species) 0.213

Plant Genus accuracy 0.286
Full plant name accuracy (with end abbreviations) 0.089

Table 4.16: OCR results on all 1078 images

Out of all the words that include: Plant Family, Plant Genus or Plant Species within
these 1078 images OCR has correctly detected: 20.54% of them. Making the word error
rate: 79.36% (on all images of the NHWM dataset, handwritten labels included).

4.3.2 HTR Results
HTR evaluation was done using the Google Cloud Vision HTR engine. Some images have
printed information, some have handwritten information. An example of the printed
information on the label can be seen in the Figure 4.12. The full label of the plant
described by the label in Figure 4.12 is "Aneimia radiccans Raddi".

Figure 4.26: Example of handwritten information on the label

The same 1078 images selected from the NHMW Herbarium used in the OCR evaluation
were used in the HTR evaluation as well.

Experiment description Accuracy
Shortened plant name accuracy (Genus + Species): 0.391

Plant Genus accuracy: 0.600
Full plant name accuracy (with end abbreviations): 0.039

Table 4.17: Inital model accuracy scores on the most represented subset 200 dataset

Total word error rate was: 65.81%. 34.19% words were detected in total.
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CHAPTER 5
Conclusion

Throughout this thesis, comprehensive analyses and experiments were conducted to
investigate the following research questions:

• RQ1: What is a suitable deep learning architecture for the analysis of the herbarium
plant specimens?

• RQ2: How can state-of-the-art text recognition (handwritten and printed) methods
be used for herbarium data analysis?

• RQ3: How well do self-supervised contrastive learning methods perform on the
task of plant species classification?

The research questions can be answered as follows:

What is a suitable deep learning architecture for the analysis of the
herbarium plant specimens?

The thesis demonstrates that a combination of deep convolutional neural networks (CNNs)
with a self-supervised learning approach like SimCLR provides a suitable architecture
for analyzing herbarium specimens. Models such as ResNet18 and ResNet50 were used
as backbone networks for SimCLR training, and feature extraction. The experiments
showed that embedding representations derived through SimCLR, followed by end-to-end
fine-tuning and linear probing (e.g., logistic regression), achieved higher classification
accuracy compared to fully supervised CNNs, and also proved to be suitable in scenarios
with limited labeled data by employing KNN. The results suggest that SimCLR-based
architectures, augmented by proper image cropping and segmentation techniques, are
effective for extracting semantically rich features from herbarium specimen images.
Additionally, segmentation models like YOLOv8 were used to focus on plant features
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by isolating plant regions from background elements, further improving classification
performance.

This thesis demonstrates that deep learning can significantly alleviate the labor-intensive
task of manual plant classification by botanists, particularly at the species level, where
differences are often extremely detailed. Establishing species boundaries is a challenging
problem, even for experts, underscoring the critical role of "plant species types" as
reference points for accurate classification [38]. Moreover, these boundaries are frequently
debated, and some plants fall into multiple species categories due to unresolved or evolving
taxonomies, often resulting in provisional labels being applied until further research
provides clarity [24]. By leveraging deep learning techniques, such as self-supervised
contrastive learning and fine-tuning, this thesis offers automated solutions that reduce
the manual workload while enabling consistent, scalable, and robust taxonomic analysis,
even in the face of such complexities.

Beyond image-based classification, the thesis highlights the integration of Handwritten
Text Recognition (HTR) and Optical Character Recognition (OCR) systems to analyze
textual data found on specimen labels. These labels contain vital botanical information,
including species, genus, family, collection location, collector names, and collection dates.
By extracting this information, HTR and OCR systems provide crucial metadata that
complements image analysis.

For example:

• Species Identification: Transcribed genus and species names from labels can be
cross-referenced with classification models to validate or enhance predictions.

• Historical and Geographical Studies: Collection dates and locations retrieved from
labels enable researchers to analyze phenological changes over time and assess
geographical distribution patterns.

• Data Digitization: Automating the transcription of handwritten and printed text
reduces manual effort and accelerates the digitization of large herbarium collections.

• Collaborative Research: Extracted metadata facilitates integration with external
botanical databases, fostering collaborative research and enabling global studies.

This dual approach of combining visual and textual data analysis enhances the accuracy,
scope, and utility of herbarium data processing, creating a robust framework for botanical
research. The integration of these systems into a single analysis pipeline makes the
architecture not only suitable but transformative for herbarium specimen analysis.

Finally, the thesis describes the development of a visualization application (detailed in the
appendix) to support botanical researchers. This application leverages the embeddings
generated by the SimCLR framework to create an interactive platform for exploring
clusters of similar plant specimens. Key features of the application include:
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• Cluster Exploration: Researchers can navigate groups of similar specimens based
on visual and textual features, providing insights into species relationships and
patterns.

• Detailed Inspection: Individual specimens can be examined in greater detail, with
access to both image data and associated metadata.

• Enhanced Search Tools: The application integrates search functionalities to quickly
locate specimens within large datasets, facilitating efficient retrieval of relevant
information.

By integrating visual and textual data analysis within a user-friendly interface, this appli-
cation enhances the utility of the developed deep learning architecture and demonstrates
its practical applicability in real-world botanical research.

How can state-of-the-art text recognition (handwritten and printed)
methods be used for herbarium data analysis?

State-of-the-art Handwritten Text Recognition (HTR) and Optical Character Recognition
(OCR) systems, including the Google Vision API and Tesseract OCR, were evaluated
for their ability to extract text from herbarium labels. These systems demonstrated
strong performance in recognizing genus, species, collection locations, and collector
names, especially when coupled with preprocessing techniques like greyscaling and noise
reduction. The recognition of both printed and handwritten text was feasible, providing
an effective means to digitize herbarium metadata. These methods can be integrated with
deep learning-based specimen analysis tools, allowing for a more automated and scalable
approach to metadata transcription and enhancing accessibility to digitized herbarium
collections. The experiments of the text recognition have shown that the HTR method
performed better than the OCR method, with an accuracy of the shortened plant name
recognition of: 0.391. This was done with an out-of-the-box solution with no additional
training on the herbarium data.

How well do self-supervised contrastive learning methods perform on the
task of plant species classification?

The supervised deep learning (contrastive learning) experiments that employ end-to-end
fine-tuning on top of contrastive learning achieved the following accuracy scores on the
HC2022 dataset 4.1.2: species accuracy: 0.752, genus accuracy: 0.902 , family accuracy:
0.938. The supervised deep learning (contrastive learning) experiments with linear
probing have yielded the following accuracy scores on the HC2022 dataset 4.1.2: species
accuracy: 0.651, genus accuracy: 0.826 , family accuracy: 0.888. And the KNN on top
of the self-supervised learning has achieved an accuracy of 0.288 compared to 0.551 of
contrastive learning with linear probing and 0.471 of supervised CNN deep learning, and
0.726 of contrastive learning with fine-tuning. This shows that unsupervised techniques
are valuable to those datasets that do not have labels. SimCLR has also outperformed
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5. Conclusion

a fully supervised CNN on the Carex dataset 4.1.4, with a score of:0.769 (end-to-end
fine-tuning) , and a score of: 0.545 (logistic regression) compared to the CNN score
of: 0.483. The higher accuracy of the Family and Genus level classification, and the
lower accuracy of the species level classification highlights the main limitation of the
task of plant species classification: the differences between some plants on a species level
are extremely detailed and making the species boundary is a difficult problem, even
for expert botanists (highlighting the importance of plant species types, described in
the introductory section of this thesis)[38]. This also highlights the main advantage of
the models that use cropping techniques as they preserve more detailed information
compared to using and resizing the entire herbarium specimen image like in the case
of fully supervised CNN models that do not use crops. The findings confirm that self-
supervised learning combined with fine-tuning offers a powerful solution for plant species
classification, outperforming traditional supervised CNN approaches and linear probing.
This methodology provides an accurate and efficient framework for herbarium specimen
analysis, with significant implications for automating botanical research and enhancing
access to digitized collections.
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CHAPTER 6
Future Work

Deep learning of plant phenology

Building on the findings of this thesis, future research on the deep learning of plant phe-
nology should explore advanced self-supervised learning architectures that have surpassed
SimCLR in performance. Since the release of SimCLR v2 [8], more recent contrastive
learning methods, such as MoCoV3 [27], have demonstrated superior results. Additionally,
the emergence of self-supervised vision transformer architectures [43] has pushed the
boundaries of representation learning further, achieving remarkable advancements in
downstream tasks.

Despite the availability of newer methods, SimCLR was chosen for this thesis due to its
well-documented nature, comprehensive resources, and ease of implementation, which
provided a practical foundation for experimentation. However, to advance the application
of self-supervised learning in plant phenology analysis, the performance of MoCoV3 and
self-supervised vision transformers should be evaluated on similar tasks, such as clustering
and classifying phenological traits across plant species.

Adopting these methods may require addressing technical challenges, particularly the
computational demands inherent in contrastive learning. For instance, batch size plays a
critical role in determining the quality of learned representations, as contrastive learning
depends on comparing each augmented image pair against all other pairs within a batch.
This scaling challenge highlights the necessity of powerful computational infrastructure to
fully utilize the potential of advanced architectures like MoCoV3 and vision transformers.

Furthermore, expanding the scope of phenology analysis to include temporal and environ-
mental data could provide a richer context for understanding plant lifecycle events such
as flowering and seed dispersal. Integrating such multimodal data with more advanced
self-supervised methods would allow for more nuanced insights and further enhance the
applicability of deep learning in phenological studies.
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6. Future Work

Visual analysis application for the NHM

Adding more models to choose from is another suggestion for the future of the application,
training and adding models like the vision transformer model[43], or the MoCoV3
model[27] should provide diversity of choice for the researchers, and lead to new knowledge
gained based on the selected model clustering. Creating pan and zoom options, for the
visualisation tool, to browse through the latent space by reducing its dimensions (through
PCA or UMAP) is also a feature that could benefit the botanical researchers. The
application should allow the botanical researchers to look through more similar specimen
than the current ten, that the application is limited to. A qualitative analysis of the
application can be conducted to evaluate what information the botanical researchers
need (and find most useful) from the deep learning models.

Text Recognition of the herbarium specimen

A state-of-the-art solution in HTR, such as DAN[11], should be applied and trained
successfully to the NHMW herbarium dataset in order to increase the accuracy and help
the information retrieval process, as the annotations made by botanists hold important
information. The scope of this thesis has limited the research in this segment of herbarium
analysis. It should be noted that the plant classification is an instance segmentation
task in itself for the researchers, and it can happen that the boundaries between the
species are not clear, as one species slowly transitions into another species[42], thus the
handwritten information retrieval should definitely not be used as the only means of
herbarium digitalisation.
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Appendix

Appendix A: Visual Analysis Tool Application for botanical
researchers
This thesis addresses the extraction of relevant information from these digitalised speci-
mens, and provides the botanical researchers with a tool for the semantic analysis of the
specimens. The tool allows botanical researches to explore hypothesis such as: the size of
the plant blossoms grows over the years.. The categories they look for, in their research,
are the reproductive and other organs of plants including leaves, blossoms, and fruits.

The goal of the application is to present this data to the botanical researchers in an
application, so that they can explore it, using the knowledge gained from the contrastive
learning model. The embeddings from the contrastive learning model are paired with
the textual information, such as the dates of the collection and the geolocation of the
specimens, and specimen images in an information visualization tool. More specifically,
the embeddings of the model are used to calculate the K-nearest neighbours (KNN)[21]
of the herbarium specimens that the researchers can interactively add to the application.
The contrastive learning creates the embeddings of the images based on their features,
learned in the contrastive learning process. The KNN information is then used to
display the closest specimens to the selected one, which should be the most similar
ones, according to the model embeddings. The users can then view the most similar
specimens and use this information for further research. These specimens also have their
metadata information displayed next to them, if available. This information includes the
geolocation of the specimens, the family, species and the plant type according to the
specimen entry, the name of the researcher or the institution that made the entry into
the NHMW database, and finally the date when the specimen was collected.

The displayed specimens can also be sorted by dates, locations, and the names of the
researchers or institutions that collected the specimens.

The application has two windows, one for viewing the information and another one for
selecting the images from the herbarium for which the calculations are necessary. The
window for the selection of the images also includes an option to fetch the ground truth
information from the NHMW server, if available, and to calculate the KNN distances.
There is also an option to choose the model which calculates the embeddings, the only
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option currently being the contrastive learning model described in the previous section
of this thesis. Screenshots of the application can be seen in 1 and 2. This was done by
using the a python flask backend, javascript, HTML and CSS.

Figure 1: Showing the specimen similarity display window from the developed application

Figure 2: Showing the specimen upload and calculation window from the developed
application
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